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CHAPTER I. 




THE COUNCIL OF CLERMONT. 
A.D. 1095. 

OKG the various causes in which origin- 
ated those great military and religious 
movements historically known as the 
Crusades, it is not too much to say that the direct 
and most active was the ambition of one man, and 
that man, the Koman Pontiff, Gregory VII., who 
saw how they might be made to strengthen the 
pretensions and confirm the power of the Church of 
Home. It was he who availed himself of the other 
causes to effect this much-desired result; it was 
he who stimulated the enthusiasm of the nations 
until it gathered force and vitality enough to launch 
the chivalry of the West against the fanaticism of 
the East. There can be no doubt that his subtlety 
overreached itself, and that, as we shall see, the 
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ultimate consequences of the Crusades were neither 
what he expected nor what he wished; but there 
can be no doubt, also, that, temporarily, they accom- 
plished his secret and long-meditated design, of 
rendering supreme the influence of the Church, by 
humbling kings and princes before the Papal chair, 
by exalting the Papal tiara over all the crowns of 
Europe. 

We have said that there were other causes. To 
understand them, we must picture to ourselves the 
state of affairs at the opening of the eleventh cen- 
tury. Jerusalem, the Holy City, the city of our 
Lord, the city to which every Christian heart 
attached its reverent affection, was then in the 
possession of the Moslem, and under the rule of 
the Caliph Hakem, who distinguished himself above 
all his predecessors by his ferocious persecution of 
the disciples of Christ. It was then the custom for 
many a devout Christian to atone for the sins of a 
worldly life, or to gratify the yearnings of an enthu- 
siastic spirit, by traversing Hungary, and Greece, 
and Syria, to visit Jerusalem, and kneel before the 
Holy Sepulchre, the supposed resting-place of their 
crucified Lord prior to his resurrection. But Hakem 
inflicted upon these pilgrims the most atrocious 
cruelties. Hq demolished the Church of the Resur- 
rection, — the Temple, as Gibbon aptly calls it, of the 
Christian world; he interrupted the sacred observ- 
ance of Easter ; he even sought to destroy the cave 
in the rock which was believed to constitute the 
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Holy Sepulchre. Nor were matters improved when, 
about 1076, the Turks obtained possession of the 
City of Zion. As a nation, they had inherited, 
and still preserved, all the fierceness of the desert; 
and spreading themselves over Palestine and Syria, 
they became the avowed enemies of the Chris- 
tian pilgrims, stimulated not less by the bigotiy of 
Mohammedanism than by the greed of gain. Many 
were slain on the way; were beaten with rods, sold 
as slaves, harnessed to plough and harrow like oxen; 
or compelled to purchase their liberty by heavy 
ransoms. Those who reached Jerusalem fell victims 
to private rapine and public oppression, and often, 
before they were suffered to salute the Holy Sepul- 
chre, they sank under the double misery of famine 
and disease. The stories of their sufferings soon 
penetrated into Europe, and inflamed every mind 
against the barbarity of the Turks. And especially 
they aroused the indignation of a fanatical monk, the 
famous Peter the Hermit, moving him to bitter 
tears, and animating him to travel from countiy to 
country in the hope of organizing a force to march to 
the deliverance of Jerusalem. 

Of this remarkable personage we shall speak at 
length in the proper place. Here it is only necessary 
to say that his efforts to inspire his fellow-Christians 
with something of his own enthusiasm were com- 
pletely successful, and that he was one of the prin- 
cipal agents employed by the Popes in working out 
their great design. 
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The sagacious and penetrating intellect of Gregory 
YII. had not failed to detect and understand the 
characteristics of his age. He had observed among 
the nations a growing spirit of independence, and he 
saw that the new-bom love of freedom and hatred 
of oppression on which he relied for support in his 
bold defiance of emperors and princes, might at any 
moment be turned against the pretensions of Home 
if not diverted into some other channel. Wiser than 
his generation, he made no effort to resist, but con- 
tented himself with secretly guiding the new popular 
movement. The cruelties of the Saracens, so loudly 
proclaimed by Peter the Hermit, and their gradual 
advance towards the frontiers of Christendom, af- 
forded him an opportunity. What more easy than 
to launch the new enthusiasm of Europe against 
pagan Asial What more easy than to divert the 
attention of sovereigns and the energies of their 
subjects from the encroachments of the Papal power 
to the westward march of the warriors of the 
Crescent) Such an enterprise, sanctioned by the 
Church, consecrated and blessed by the Church, 
could not but augment its influence and add to 
its glory. Therefore, in 1074, he called upon the 
soldiers of Christendom to take up arms against the 
enemies of their faith. His appeal was answered by 
fifty thousand enthusiasts, who wiUingly drew their 
swords, and asked him to place himself at their head. 
As he himself wrote : " If they can have me for 
their general and priest, they yearn to raise the 
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armed hand against the enemies of God, and under 
His guidance to reach the Sepulchre of Our Lord/' 
(Si me possunt in expeditione pro duce et pontifice 
habere, armatd manu volunt in inimicos Dei insur- 
gere, et ad sepulchrum Domini ipso ducente per- 
venire.) 

But though his was the honour of having inaugu- 
rated the enterprise, he did not live to see it accom- 
plished. His ambitious career was cut short by 
death. His successor, however. Urban II., if a man 
of less original genius and less firmness of character, 
could appreciate the grandeur of Gregory's conce^)- 
tions; and he took up, and vigorously carried out, the 
policy which Gregory had initiated. Looking around 
him for an instrument, he found one ready to his 
hand in Peter the Hermit. When he appeared 
before the Pontiff, and told the tale of the sufferings 
of the pilgrims, Urban was much moved. He 
affected to believe him inspired of Heaven. He 
distinguished him by his special favour. He praised 
his design to enlist the sympathies of Christendom 
against the heathens who polluted the holy places ; 
and he proceeded to call a General Council of princes 
and potentates, bishops and priests, temporal and 
spiritual dignitaries, in order to recommend a war 
for the deliverance of Jerusalem from the hands of 
the spoilers. 

For this purpose he summoned a Council, in the 
first place, at Placentia, which was attended by two 
hundred prelates, four thousand priests and monks. 
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and thirty thousand of the laity. This host assembled 
in a field outside the city, and sat in session for 
seven days. In the course of the proceedings two 
ambassadors from the Greek emperor, Alexius Com- 
nenus, were introduced; and they appealed to the 
Christians of the West for succour in the hour of 
need. Byzantium, they said, was now separated 
from the Moslems only by a narrow strait. Once 
the city of the illustrious Constantine was taken, 
what could prevent the fierce warriors of the Cres- 
cent from pouring with fire and sword into Hungary 
and Germany, so that the Battle of the Cross would 
fall to be decided on the banks of the Rhine ? By 
this appeal the pride of the Western princes was 
flattered ; by the miseries of their fellow-Christians 
the sympathies of the multitude were moved; and 
the Greek ambassadors retired with assurances of 
immediate and powerful support. In fact, a Crusade 
would at once and on the spot have been proclaimed, 
had not Urban adjourned the final decision to a 
more solemn synod, which he undertook to convene 
in some city of France before the year expired. By 
this delay he hoped to gain two objects : he hoped to 
give time for the flame he had kindled to spread 
throughout Europe, and he hoped that the meeting 
of the Council in France might awaken the fanatical 
energies of his own coimtrymen. " A latent motive 
of affection or vanity," says Gibbon, " might influence 
the choice of Urban; he was himself a native of 
France, a monk of Clugny, and the first of his 



COUNCIL OF CLERMONT. 17 

Gountrymen who had ascended the throne of St. 
Peter. The Pope had illustrated his family and 
province; nor is there, perhaps, a more exquisite 
gratification than to revisit, in a conspicuous dignity, 
the humble and laborious scene of our youth.'' 

On a gentle ascent, which rises from the margin of 
a mountain- torrent, one of the tributaries of the 
Allier; and on the threshold, as it were, of a wide 
semicircular plateau, enclosed by lofty hills, the sides 
of which are clothed with woods and purple vineyards ; 
clusters, in a knot of irregular and lavarcoloured 
streets, the ancient town of Clermont, — or "the 
Beautiful Mount,'' — famous as the seat of the great 
Council which authorized the First Crusade, and not 
less famous, at a later date, as the birthplace of the 
illustrious Pascal, whose " Provincial Letters " were 
directed airainst the power by which that Crusade 
hadbeen^ed. 

Pope Urban convened his Council in this city of 
the Beautiful Mountain in November 1095. Be- 
sides his court and the Koman cardinals, he found 
himself supported by thirteen archbishops and two 
hundred and twenty-five bishops; the number of 
mitred prelates was computed at four hundred ; and 
the fathers of the Church were blessed by the saints 
and enlightened by the doctors of the age. Thither 
came a martial train of lords and knights of power 
and renown; thither came squires, and pages, men- 
at-arms, bowmen, burghers, peasants ; every grade of 

(743) 2 
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society was represented on the hill of Clermont. 
Though the days were dim, and the nights cold, 
thousands dwelt in huts or tents upon the open field. 
For eight days this singular assemblage was occupied 
in useful measures intended to appease the civil 
discords of Europe, that its strength might be the 
more fully directed against the Moslem. The license 
of private war, in which almost every baron then 
indulged, was severely censured. The'Treva Dei, or 
Truce of God, a general but temporary pacification, 
was ordained during four days of the week. "Women 
and priests were placed under the safeguard of the 
Church. And a three years' protection from miU- 
tary exaction was promised to husbandmen and mer- 
chants. 

While these reforms were being discussed, the re- 
pressed ardour of the multitude increased, as Urban 
probably intended, in force and vigour; and when 
he ascended the lofty platform erected in the market- 
place of Clermont, every heart beat with the liveliest 
sympathy, and every ear was intent to catch the 
glowing words of the Papal orator. According to 
Dean Milman, he began by dwelling on the sacred- 
ness and on the wonders of the Land of Promise; the 
land chosen of God, to whom all the earth belonged 
as an inheritance; the land of which the history was 
told in the pages both of the Old and New Testaments ; 
yet of this blessed land foul infidels were now the 
lords, ay, and of that Holy City which was hallowed 
by the life and death of the Saviour. Whose soul 
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melted not within them? Whose bowels were not 
stirred with shame and sorrow ) Not only was the 
Holy Temple a den of thieves, but the dwelling- 
place of devils. Kot only had the sanctuaries, even 
that of the Holy Sepulchre itself, been degraded into 
stalls for cattle, but Christian men and women were 
murdered witibin their precincts. "Who could wonder 
that the heavenly fire had ceased to descend, that the 
Lord would not visit His polluted altar? While 
Christians were wickedly shedding Christian blood, 
they were abandoning this 3acred arena for the 
display of their valour, and yielding up their 
brethren in Christ to the chains and the swords 
of the heathen; were warring against each other, 
when they ought to be soldiers of Christ. He 
assured them that if they took up their arms in His 
cause, the Lord of Hosts Himself would be their 
jmide and their leader in battle. 

Leaving no passion of human nature unstirred, 
the Pope proceeded : — ^The wealth of their enemies 
should be theirs; they should freely plunder their 
ill-gotten treasures. They served a Commander who 
would not permit His soldiers to want bread, or a 
just reward for their services. For every sin, for 
every crime — murder, robbery, adultery, arson — ^he 
offered absolution, for this act of obedience to God 
purged their souls of guilt; absolution without 
penance he promised to all who would take up arms 
in the sacred cause. It was better to fall in battle 
than not march to the assistance of the brethren; 
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he promised eternal life to all who should suffer the 
glorious calamity of death either in the Holy Land 
or on their pilgrimage .to it. The Crusader, he said, 
passed at once from this weary world into Paradise. 
For himself, he was constrained to stand aloof; but, 
like a second Moses, while they were mowing down 
the Amalekites, he would be continually engaged 
in fervent and prevailing prayer for their success. 

Scarcely had he concluded before those who were 
within hearing of his burning eloquence, transported 
beyond themselves by excess of fervour, and by 
mingled emotions of grief, wrath, hope, ambition, 
devotion, suddenly exclaimed, as with one voice, 
^^Deu8 wit / JDiex d voU / '* (God wills it ! God wills 
it !) The cry was caught up by the further ranks of 
the multitude, and repeated, like the reverberations 
of thunder among the mountains, until it reached 
the outmost circle. ^^ God wills it I " Besounding 
through the streets of Clermont, and swollen by the 
voices of the thousands assembled on the tented 
plain, it rolled onward until it was lost afar among 
the recesses of the forest. 

" God wills it 1" exclaimed the Pope, skilfully avail- 
ing himself of this outburst of enthusiasm; ''God 
wills it ! Let these memorable words, the inspiration 
surely of the Holy Spirit, be for ever adopted as your 
battle-cry, to awaken the devotion and stimulate the 
courage of the soldiers of the Cross ! That cross is 
the symbol of your salvation : wear it — ^a red, a blood- 
red cross — as an outward sign upon your breasts and 
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shoulders of tlie sacred and unalterable engagement 
you liave this day taken upon your souls 1" 

As soon as he had finished, numbers of prelates and 
priests pressed forward,^ and begged permission to 
serve in the new Holy "War. Nobles, knights, and 
men-at-arms were not less anxious to take the solemn 
vow, and stitch the red cross of silk or cloth, which 
had been duly consecrated, on the right shoulder of 
the mantle. Then one of the cardinals, in the name 
of all the multitude, made confession of their sins ; 
and Urban, with uplifted arms, pronounced a general 
absolution. The shades of the November night 
gathered rapidly over the dusky mountains as the 
last scene of the spectacle concluded. The crowd, 
with hearts astir, excited, fervent, restless, hastened 
to disperse. And the Council of Clermont, having 
made its mark for good and evil upon the history of 
the world, was at an end.t 

* The first to take the cross was Adhemar, Bishop of Pny. 
t Before separating, the daj of departure for the Holy I^nd was fixed 
for the Festival of the Assumption, Anenut 15, 109& 




CHAPTER IL 

PETER THE HERMIT. 

E have spoken of Peter the Hermit as the 
instrument employed by Pope Urban to 
raise the enthusiasm of Europe to a proper 
climax. 

Peter the Hermit was a native of Amiens. We 
know nothing certain of his parentage, but some 
authorities assert that he was descended from a noble 
stock. At all events, there was nothing noble in his 
person or features. He was so short of stature that 
his intimates called him '' Little Peter;" and he was 
so ill-favoured that no woman's eye rested upon him 
approvingly. But great souls are oftentimes the 
inmates of little bodies. Pope, the poet; Nelson, 
our greatest sea-king; the Earl of Peterborough; and 
many another hero, were but poorly endowed with 
physical gifts. Peter was rich in an amazing eloquence 
of speech ; a vivid, glowing, rushing eloquence, which 
carried all before it, and infected all who heard with 
something of the speaker's own enthusiasm. 

Early in his manhood, Peter wooed and won a 
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lady of the family of Kpussy; much older than him- 
^If, and not more comely. The marriage does not 
seem to have been a happy one ; and after a while 
Feter was seized with a strong yearning after a life 
of monastic seclusion. Becoming a widower, he was 
enabled to gratify his desire, and he assumed the hood 
and gown of a monk. But his restless heart and busy 
brain could not satisfy themselves in the quiet of the 
cloister ; and seeking some severer penance and more 
rigorous self-control, he retired to a hermitage, where, 
in solitude and with much fasting, he spent his days 
and nights in meditation and prayer. He mortified 
his body after the fashion of the times, and underwent 
such cruel sufferings that he acquired a very wido 
reputation for sanctity. This mortification, and con- 
stant self-absorption, and continued solitude produced 
in due time their usual effect, and he came to be 
haunted, as he thought, by visions from on high, 
which marked him out as specially designed for 
God's holy service. 

It appears to have been about 1094 that Peter 
conceived the idea of making a pilgrimage to Jeru- 
salem. With his staff in his hand, and his wallet 
on his shoulder, and clothed in a palmer's gown 
embroidered with the mystic cross, he set out from 
France, and pursued his weary way, steadfast, patient, 
and observant. He reached the Holy Land in safety, 
and, mounted on a mule, toiled «lowly towards the 
sacred city, his heart bleeding within him at the 
sufferings which he saw undergone by his fellow- 
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Christians, and his soul moved to indignation at the 
tales he heard of cruelties inflicted upon helpless 
pilgrims. He reached Jerusalem, and found shelter 
under the roof of a Latin Christian. He visited all 
the holy places, — Calvary, and the Mount of Olives, 
and the shades of Emmaus, and the brook Kidron, 
and the Garden of Gethsemane, — ^his enthusiasm in- 
creasing with all he saw, until he was fairly carried 
beyond himself by one overmastering idea, the idea 
of delivering these sacred haunts from ihe poUution 
of the infidels. As he knelt one day before the Holy 
Sepulchre, a voice from heaven rang loudly in his 
ear: — ^^ Peter! awake, arise! Hasten to proclaim 
abroad the sufferings of my people. For it is time 
that succour was given to my servants, and that the 
holy places should be freed ! " Henceforth the enthusi- 
ast never doubted but that he was called by God to 
work out a solemn mission. 

He repaired to the house of Simon, the Patriarch 
of Jerusalem. He heard from his lips the most touch- 
ing narratives of the indignities which the Christians 
were forced to endure at the hands of the infidels. 
" Can nothing be done," said Peter, " to remedy these 
evils, to deliver God's people from this oppression]" 

The Patriarch could only reply that their sins, 
apparently, had shut them out from God's mercy, 
and that no human power could assist them. 

"Ah," exclaimed Peter, "but there is a power. 
And before many months are over the chivalry of 
the West shall set Jerusalem free," 
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" God grant it 1 " replied the Patriarcli ; " and, 
nathless, when the bitter cup of our affliction shall 
be full, God will touch the hearts of princes, and send 
them to our deliverance." 

But Peter remembered the old adage that God 
helps those who help themselves, and he declared to 
the Patriarch that if the European nations had proper 
and authentic evidence of the cruelties of the Turks, 
they would hasten to avenge them. "Write," he 
said, " write to the Pope, and the Latin Christians, 
and affix to the epistle your official seal. I, as a 
penance for my sins, and to the glory of God, will 
travel through Western Christendom, and arouse the 
l^eoples to a knowledge of your miserable condition." 

The Patriarch acted on the counsel of the Hermit, 
and the latter left Jerusalem to return to Europe. 
He made his way to Home, where he had an inter- 
view with Pope Urban,* and was warmly welcomed. 
The Pope's sagacity immediately detected the value 
of such an instrument, of an enthusiast who believed 
in his cause; and commissioned him to fare forth 
through Europe, and awaken the princes and knights 
of Christendom to a sense of their solemn duty. 

" Invigorated," says Gibbon, " by the approbation 
of the Pontiff, his zealous missionary traversed, with 
speed and success, the provinces of Italy and France. 
His diet was abstemious, his prayers were long and 
fervent, and the alms which he received with one 

* We think it very possible that the Hermit's pilgrimage to Jemaalem 
iDAf have been undertaken at the instigation of Pope Urban. 
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hand he distributed with the other; his head watt 
bare, his feet were naked, his meagre body was 
wrapped in a coarse garment ; he bore and displayed 
a weighty crucifix ; and the ass on which he rode was 



sanctified in the public eye by the service of the man 
of God. He preached to innumerable crowds in the 
churches, the streets, and the highways; the Hermit 
entered with equal confidence the palace and tho 
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cottage ; and the people, for all were Christians, were 
impetuously moved by his call to repentance and 
arms. When he painted the sufferings of the natives 
and pilgrims of Palestine, every heart was melted to 
compassion; every breast glowed with indignation 
when he challenged the warriors of the age to defend 
their brethren, and rescue their Saviour ; his ignor- 
ance of art and language was compensated by sighs, 
and tears, and ejaculations ; and Peter supplied the 
deficiency of reason by loud and frequent appeals to 
Christ and his mother, to the saints and angels of 
paradise, with whom he had personally conversed. 
The most perfect orator of Athens might have envied 
the success of his eloquence; the rustic enthusiast 
inspired the passions which he felt, and Christendom 
expected with impatience the councils and decrees of 
the supreme Pontiff." 

The people, indeed, refused to wait until the day 
appointed by the Pope, in concert with the great 
military leaders of Europe. Fired by a frenzy of 
fanaticism, or by the hope of splendid booty, peasants 
and petty traders gathered toj^ether, from the French 
provinces of Burgundy and Champagne, arrayed in 
every conceivable variety of costume, armed with 
every conceivable kind of weapon, and formed a 
motley and disorderly encampment of some eighty 
thousand in number, including women and children. 
Who was to be their leader 1 With one voice they 
exclaimed, "Peter the Hermit!" and Peter the 
Hermit, in the fulness of his faith as of his ignorance, 
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undertook a charge from which even the most veteran 
commander would have shrunk. The mob*-^it was 
little better, for it was without discipline, and with- 
out military equipment — was divided into two sec- 
tions, of which the van was led by a knight named 
Walter the Penniless, the main body being under 
the immediate direction of the Hermit. 

On the 8th of March 1096, Walter the Penniless 
began his march, and traversed the French provinces 
and the banks of the Rhine in safety. In Hungary 
and Bulgaria he met with no friends, but he found 
few open enemies, and he exhibited, on the whole, a 
courage and a capacity worthy of a better fate. After 
one skirmish with a Bulgarian force, he reached the 
city of Nissa, on the river Morava. Here his starving 
followers obtained food, and raiment, and repose; and 
then, crossing Thrace unmolested, but losing many 
by famine and fatigue, their leader safely encamped 
them outside the gates of Constantinople. 

Meantime, Peter the Hermit, mounted on his mule, 
and wrapped in his woollen robe, passed through Ger- 
many with a straggling procession of sixty thousand 
men. They maintained, however, a tolerable amount 
of order until they reached Semlin, in Himgary, where 
sixteen stragglers from the first division had been 
seized by the inhabitants. The Crusaders themselves 
escaped, it is said, and succeeded in overtaking Walter; 
but not before they had been stripped of all they 
possessed, and even of their clothes, which had been 
suspended on poles along the ramparts, either as 



THE CBUSADERS IN HUNOART. 29 

trophies or as warnings.* Peter's followers believing 
them to be the impaled bodies of their brethren, 
stormed the town to avenge their supposed massacre, 
and never ceased from slaughter until four thousand 
men had fallen. Their corpses, carried by the river 
to Belgrade, the Bulgarian capital, aroused, as may 
be supposed, the indignation of the Hungarian mon- 
arch, who, assembling hifl army, rapidly advanced 
towards Semlin. Peter was not unaware of the 
incompetency of his armed bands to resist the attack 
of a disciplined force. Accordingly he decamped in 
all haste from Semlin, crossed the Morava, traversed 
the Bulgarian territories, and at length, after extreme 
suffering, arrived at Nissa. 

Here he obtained a supply of provisions; but his 
want of control over his motley followers again 
involved him in disaster. Some of the pilgrims, by 
accident or design, set fire to mills on the river ; 
whereupon the Nissans, rushing from their ramparts, 
attacked the rearguard of the pilgrims, and after deal- 
ing havoc among their ranks, returned with a host of 
prisoners and a considerable amount of booty. 

Peter immediately sent ambassadors to the Governor 
of Nissa, demanding that both the prisoners and the 
baggage should be restored; but ho obtained no other 
reply than that the governor regarded the pilgrims as 
enemies. His followers could no longer be restrained. 
Kaising their war-cry of " God wills it !" they rushed 

* Snoh is one Torsion of the story ; but, according to another, it ^as 
the dead bodies of the pilgrims, and not their clothes, which were tbos 
tnspended. 



30 DEFEAT AT NISSA. 

upon the city, and attempted to scale the walls. A 
desperate engagement ensued, which ended, as might 
have been expected, in their total defeat. In shame and 
sorrow Peter gathered together the wreck of his force, 
and crossing Thrace, appeared at Constantinople. 
Here he joined Walter the Penniless; and the two 
leaders, reinforced by large bodies of Germans and 
Italians, not less enthusiastic and not more obedient 
than the French, crossed the Bosphorus, and encamped 
on the pkina of Nicomedia. But they soon found 
they had undertaken a task beyond their powers. 
Grermans and Italians and Frenchmen quarrelled 
bitterly with one another. The former, reproaching 
the latter with cowardice and lukewarmness, elected 
a leader, and poured onwards to meet the Turks, by 
whom they were utterly defeated with immense 
slaughter. Peter, groaning in spirit, returned to 
Constantinople. Walter, unable to rule his followers, 
was carried forward by them to attempt to avenge 
the slaughtered Crusaders. By a rumour that their 
advanced guard was rioting in the spoils of Nice, 
Kilidsch the Sultan tempted their main body to 
descend into the plain, where they were cut down by 
the Turkish cavalry, and overwhelmed by the Turkish 
arrows. Their gallant leader, worthy of a better fate, 
rushed into the press of the enemy, and met a hero's 
death. The rest fell on the battle-field, or in a vain 
attempt to escape. When all were slaughtered, the 
victorious Turks hastened to attack the Crusaders' 
camp. They found none to defend it; and while the 
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priests were performing mass, broke in upon them, 
slew every male they could find, and either put to 
death the women and children, or carried them into 
captivity. 

It is said that only a single soldier escaped from 
this massacre of the army of the Cross. He succeeded 
in crossing to Constantinople, and informing Peter 
the Hermit of the terrible catastrophe ; while on the 
plain of Nice a melancholy mound of human bones 
long remained as a memorial of the fate of the 
peaaantpUgrima. 

It is calculated that of these earliest Crusaders three 
hundred thousand had already perished, before, as 
Gibbon says, a single city was rescued from the infidels, 
before their graver and more noble brethren had 
completed the preparations of their enterprise. 




CHAPTER III. 

THE FIRST CRUSADE. 

|HILE the peasant-pilgrims were perishing on 
the plains of Bulgaria and shedding their 
blood in vain before the walls of Nice, the 
princes and nobles of Europe were assembling their 
forces, and collecting military supplies, to undertake, 
in due form, an expedition for the deliverance of the 
Holy Land from the pollution of the Moslem. 

It is true that none of the great sovereigns of Europe 
made any sign ; they were immersed in pleasure, or 
war, or the cares of government : but their places 
were supplied by counts and barons who, if inferior 
to them in power, were their equals and even their 
superiors in chivalric fame and military skill. Fore- 
most among these was Godfrey of Bouillon, Duke of 
Lorraine, the hero of the Christian epic of "Jeru- 
salem Delivered," a descendant of the immortal Charle- 
magne, and a man of courage, capacity, and experi- 
ence. Perhaps he alone, of all the leaders of the 
Crusade, was actuated by no worldly motives, but by 
a deep religious enthusiasm, and a burning desire to 
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expiate by his deliverance of the Holy Sepulchre his 
sin in having borne arms against the Pope under the 
imperial standard of Henry TV. His valour, says 
Gibbon, was matured by prudence and moderation ; 
his piety, though blind, was sincere; and, iii the 
tumult of a camp, he practised the real and fictitious 
virtues of a convent. Rising above the petty factions 
of the chiefs, he reserved all his enmity for the foes 
of Christ ; and though he gained a kingdom by his 
enterprise, his pure and disinterested zeal was acknowl- 
edged even by his rivals. He was attended by his two 
brothers, Eustace, Count of Boulogne, and Baldwin 
the younger, and assembled no fewer than 80,000 
foot and 10,000 horse. 

Next in rank and reputation came Hugh, Count of 
Yermandois, brother of the King of France, a good 
soldier and a devout Christian; Bobert, Duke of 
Normandy, who inherited the valour but not the 
military genius of his illustrious father, the Conqueror; 
Robert, Count of Flanders, who earned the distin- 
guished title of ** The Sword and Lance of the Chris- 
tians ; " and Stephen, Count of Blois, an accomplished 
and eloquent prince, not less distinguished by his 
wealth than by his knowledge of letters. 

These were the four principal leaders of the French, 
the Normans, and the English ; but the list of the 
barons who possessed three or four towns, and con- 
tributed their quota of men-at-arms and bowmen, 
would exceed, says the chronicler Guibert, the 

Homeric catalogue of the Trojan war. 
a43) 3 
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The Proyen9a]s, Burgandians, Spaniards, and Lom- 
bards assembled under Adhemar, Bishop of Puy, the 
papal legate, and the famous Kaymond, Count of St. 
Giles and Thoulouse, Duke of Narbonne and Marquis 
of Provence, a veteran warrior, who had fought against 
the Saracens in Spain, but whose experience, capacity, 
and devout enthusiasm were not unimpaired by 
haughtiness, avarice, and ambition. This division 
consisted of 100,000 horse and foot. 

Lastly, 10,000 horse and 20,000 foot assembled 
under the standard of the most astute, politic, and 
selfish of the crusading princes, Bohemond, son of 
Robert the Wise, the Norman conqueror of Apulia 
and Sicily. He was accompanied by his cousin 
Tancred, the son of Odo the Good; Tancred, whose 
fame has been immortalized by poetry and romance, 
and in whom, says Gibbon, we discover all the virtues 
of a perfect knight, and the true spirit of chivalry, 
which inspired the generous sentiments and social 
offices of man far better than the base philosophy, or 
baser religion, of the times. 

In four vast armies, and under these distinguished 
leaders, the Crusaders prepared to achieve the deliver- 
ance of Palestine. Each division took a different 
route to Constantinople, their common i*endezvous, as 
it would have been impossible to find the means of sub- 
sistence for so immense a force had it pursued a single 
line of march. Godfrey of Bouillon, advancing from 
the Meuse and the Moselle, traversed Germany, swept 
across the plains of Hungary, assisted by the Hun- 
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garian king, who was charmed by his chivalrouA 
courtesy and noble disposition; wound through the 
defiles of Bulgaria and the wooded valleys of Thrace, 
and, without drawing his sword against a foe, arrived 
before the glittering walls of the Byzantine capital. 
BAymond and his Proven9als marched from Turin to 
Aquileia; then they fought their way through the 
mountain-passes of Dalmatia and Sclavonia, and from 
Durazzo proceeded to the shores of the Bosphorus, 
unmolested by open enemies, but not unimpeded by 
the peasants and soldiers of the Greek emperor. 
Bohemond, assisted by the courage and skill of Tan- 
cred, crossed the Adriatic, and descended upon Con- 
stantinople through the provinces of Epirus and 
Thessaly. The nobles of France marched onwards 
with the ''vain and thoughtless ardour" of which 
their nation has been sometimes accused. " From the 
Alps to Apulia the march of Hugh the Great, of the 
two Roberts, and of Stephen of Chartres, through a 
wealthy country, and amidst the applauding Catholics, 
was a devout or triumphant progress; they kissed 
the feet of the Boman pontiff; and the golden stan- 
dard of St. Peter was delivered to the brother of the 
French monarch. But in this visit of piety and 
pleasure, they neglected to secure the season, and the 
means of their embarkation ; the winter was insensibly 
lost; their troops were scattered and corrupted in 
the towns of Italy. They separately accomplished 
their passage, regardless of safety or dignity; and 
within nine months from the feast of the Assumption, 
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the day appointed by Urban, all the Latin princes had 
reached Constantinople. But the Count of Yerman- 
dois was produced as a captive ; his foremost vessels 
were scattered by a tempest ; and his person, against 
the law of nations, was detained by the lieutenants 
of Alexius. Yet the arrival of Hugh had been an- 
nounced by four and twenty knights in golden armour, 
who commanded the emperor to revere the general 
of the Latin Christians, the brother of the king of 
kings." 

Alexius, the Greek emperor, was, in truth, sorely 
perplexed at the answer made by the Latin piinces 
to his demand for help. He had asked for an auxiliary 
force, and not for an army which could outnumber 
and overpower his own. He had looked for Western 
warriors who would be under his imperial command : 
he found himself at the mercy of powerful counts and 
nobles, who might not improbably become his masters. 
Accustomed, moreover, to all the refinements of a 
luxurious civilization, he could not but regard with 
something of scorn the rude manners and coarse cere- 
monial of the Transalpine chiefs; while he feared, and 
not without reason, that the splendours of Constan- 
tinople might tempt them to forget the sanctity of 
Jerusalem. In this situation he adopted a subtle 
but a dangerous policy. He temporized, and he 
equivocated, and h& delayed. The Crusaders refused 
' to cross the Bosphorus in the middle of winter, and 
he therefore assigned to them quarters among the 
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gardens and kiosks which embellished the western 
shore of that narrow strait. But — to quote from the 
great historian of these times — an incurable jealousy 
rankled in the minds of both Greeks and Franks, 
who despised each other as slaves and barbarians. 
Ignorance is the ground of suspicion, and suspicion 
showed 'itself by innumerable daily provocations. 
Prejudice is blind, and hunger deaf; and Alexius was 
suspected of a design to starve or assault the Latins 
in a dangerous post, on all sides encompassed with 
waters. Godfrey sounded his trumpet, burst the bonds, 
overspread the plain, and planted his troops in front 
of the Byzantine capital. But its gates were strongly 
fortified, its ramparts lined with archers ; and, after 
a doubtful conflict, both parties listened to the voice 
of peace and religion. The imperial gifts and promises 
insensibly soothed the fierce spirit of the Western 
.^^. As a Christian waJor, he reldndled their 
zeal for the prosecution of their holy enterprise, which 
he promised to support with his troops and treasure. 
When spring returned, he persuaded Godfrey to occupy 
a pleasant and plentiful camp in Asia ; but no sooner 
had he passed the Bosphorus, than the Greek vessels 
were suddenly recalled to the opposite shore. He 
adopted the same artful policy towards the succeeding 
chiefs, who were influenced by the example and 
weakened by the departure of their foremost com- 
panions. By the exercise of' the utmost skill and 
diligence, he contrived to prevent the union of any 
two of the confederate armies at the same moment 
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under the walls of Constantinople; and before the 
feast of Pentecost not a Latin pilgrim remained on 
the shores of Europe. 

Alexius did still more. He contrived to make use 
of the Crusaders for the purpose of recovering the 
provinces between Nice and Antioch which had for- 
merly belonged to the Byzantine crown, but had been 
subdued by the Turks. He accomplished his end 
by cajoling and bribing the Latin princes. Godfrey 
he named the champion of the empire, and adopted as 
his son. On Bohemond he bestowed immense treasures 
of gold and silver, silk and gems, and he promised him 
a principality. He flattered Baymond of Thoulouse 
by admitting him, apparently, to his most secret con- 
fidences; and even Tancred was induced to take the 
oath of allegianoe and homage. 

Instead, therefore, of marching directly upon Jeru- 
salem, the Crusaders directed their eflbrts against 
Nice, the capital of the Sultan of Boum. Seven 
hundred thousand in number, they encircled the city 
with an armed line six miles in extent, and they 
directed against its walls all the known engines oi 
warfare, — ^the mine and the battering-ram, the tortoise 
and the movable turret, aiiificial fire, and the catapult 
and ballidta, the sling and the cross-bow, for the hurling 
of stones and darts. The sultan, who, with fifty thou- 
sand horse, had retired to the mountains, twice poured 
down like a torrent of steel on the Christian camp, 
and assaulted it, but in vain. 

For seven weeks much blood and labour were ex- 
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pended, and some progress, especially by Count Kay- 
mond, was made on the side of the besiegers. But so 
long as the Turks were masters of the Lake Ascanius, 
which extends several miles to the westward of the 
city, its subjugation was impossible. The means of 
conquest, however, were supplied by Alexius : a great 
number of boats was transported on sledges from the 
sea to the lake ; they were filled with the most skil- 
ful archers, who rained an incessant shower of arrows 
on the garrison ; and Nice was on the point of sur- 
render, when an emissary of the emperor induced its 
inhabitants to put themselves under his protection, 
and in the very hour of victory the imperial standard 
suddenly planted on th^ walls of the citadel arrested 
the final assault of the indignant Crusaders. 

In hot haste the chiefs broke up their camp, and 
commenced their march towards Palestine. Care- 
lessly, and in all the confidence of arrogant superiority, 
they traversed Phrygia; when their vanguard was 
suddenly charged by two hundred thousand Moslem 
horsemen, and, notwithstanding a gallant resistance, 
broken up into fragments. It was only rescued from 
destruction by the approach of Gkxlfrey and the Count 
of Yermandois, with sixty thousand cavalry, followed 
by the remainder of the army, under Kaymond of 
Thoulouse. Their arrival restored the hopes of the 
Christians, who gathered up their broken ranks, and 
hastened to renew the battle. It was desperately 
fought; so desperately that four thousand Christians 
perished. But their fierce, deep zeal prevailed; the 
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Turks began to retreat; charge upon charge converted 
the retreat into a rout ; and before evening fell the 
plains of Dorylieum were covered with turbaued 
warriors in rapid and disorderly flight. The carnage 
was enonnous ; every Christian arm was weary with 
Blaying ; but the Christians were rewarded for their 
valour by the splendid booty which they discovered 
in the Turkish camp. 
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The sultan felt that it was hopeless to confront in 
the field such formidable warriors j but he proceeded 
to lay waste all the country which they had to trav- 
erse, so that their march from Nice to Antioch was 
attended by terrible suffering. For want of food and 
water, hundreds perished by the wayside. Those who 
survived were tormented by an intolerable thirst, and 
when, at length, they reached a running brook, they 
partook of its waters with so little moderation, that 
many of them fell victims to their want of prudence. 
About the middle of October, however, the great 
army, descending from the passes of the Taurus 
range of mountains, debouched on the fertile plain of 
Syria, and saw before them the walls, and domes, and 
four hundred and sixty towers of queenly Antioch. 
Strongly garrisoned, and well provided with provi- 
sions, it defied for seven months every effort of the 
soldiers of the Cross, until the surrounding country 
was thickly studded with their graves. Many fell in 
fight ; many were the victims of their own vices or 
imprudence; but a still larger number were consumed 
by famine and spent by incessant fatigue. 

The treachery of Emipher, an Armenian renegade, 
at length delivered Antioch into the hands of the 
Latins,* and within its walls they enjoyed a temporary 
rest. But the citadel still remained in the hands of 
the garrison; and before the Crusaders had finished 
their festivities, they found themselves besieged by 
Kerboga, the Sultan of Mosul, with a force of nearly 

* On July 8, 1098. 
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half a miUion of men, including one hundred tboosand 
cavalry. Agamst such a force resistance seemed im- 
poBsibla For five and twenty daya they endured the 
extreme of misery ; but when they found that the 
haughty Moslem would offer them no terms of capitu- 
lation, that the only choice he gave them was slavery 
or death, they were filled with a desperate resolution, 
and throwing wide the gates, sallied forth against the 
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besiegmg army. They chanted as they went, ''Let 
the Lord arise, and let His enemies be scattered;'' 
and their minds inflamed with visions, their hearts 
with holy zeal, they charged the Moslems with a 
fury which would not be denied. They took no 
account of numbers; they never calculated the chances 
of victory or defeat. All they had to do was to flght, 
— to ply sword, and lance, and battle-axe, — and this 
they did so effectually that the Moslems retreated in 
hopeless confusion, leaving the battle-fleld cumbered 
with their dead and dying. 

After a victory so glorious, it might have been 
supposed that the Crusaders would have pushed 
forward at once to their desired goal. But • they 
were exhausted and famished, and the luxuries of 
Syria tempted them to an imwise repose. A period 
followed of total inaction, of gross intemperance, of 
sickness and desertion, of shame and dishonour. 
The chiefs were inert; their followers spurned the 
bonds of discipline. There was discord in the coun- 
cil and the camp. The winter passed away, and the 
spring came. Happily it seemed to bring with it a 
new spirit of honour and devotion; and the example 
and encouragement of Godfrey and Bohemond and 
Tancred kindled anew the fire of faith in the hearts 
of their soldiers. Li the month of May the Crusa- 
ders, reduced in numbei'S to 40,000, of whom about 
1500 cavalry and 20,000 foot were fit for immedi- 
ate service, resumed their march. They kept along 
the sea-shore, levying contributions from the emirs 
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of Tripoli, Tyre, Sidon, Acre, and C«sarea, and 
obtaining abundant supplies from the coasting-ships 
of Genoa and Pisa. At Jaffa they struck inland, 
and by way of Lydda, Eamleh, Emmaus, and Beth- 
lehem, arrived in front of Jerusalem. 

The sight of the Holy City renewed all their fer- 
vour, and repaid them for whatever they had endured 
of want or fatigue. Here at last was the goal of 
their labours; here was the type of that New Jeru- 
salem — not built with hands, eternal in the heavens 
— ^which should receive every warrior of the Cross 
who sealed the testimony of his faith with his blood. 
They immediately began the siege, though the force 
within the city was at least one-third more numerous 
than their own. Their attack was chiefly directed 
against the northern and western sides, where it lies 
most exposed, — Godfrey of Bouillon planting his 
standard on the rising ground of Mount Calvary; 
the line of attack to the left being continued by 
Tancred and the two Boberts ; and Count Raymond 
pitching his camp from the citadel to the foot of 
Mount Zion. For forty days the siege was pro- 
longed, scarcely less to the suffering of the besiegers 
than the besieged ; for the stony soil of Jerusalem is 
almost destitute of water; the scanty springs and 
hasty torrents run dry in the summer season; and 
the warriors, consequently, suffered terribly from 
thirst. 

It was on a Friday, at three in the afternoon, the 
day and hour of our Lord's passion, that the great 
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assault proved successful, and God&ey of Bouillon 
planted his Tictarious standard on the iraUs of the 
Holy City. The shock of the Christian lances was 
irresistible. On all sides they beat down their foea, 
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and Jerusalem was delivered from the Mohammedan 
yoke. For three days the swords of the victors were 
plied incessantly, and it is calculated that seventy 
thousand Turks perished. Even the harmless Jews 
experienced no mercy, but were burned in their 
synagogue. This bloody sacrifice offered up to the 
Prince of Peace,* the Christian warriors ascended, 
barefooted and bareheaded, the hill of Calvary, while 
the anthems of the attendant priests rose exultantly 
upon the air. They kissed the stone which had 
covered for a while the incorruptible body of their 
Saviour; with tears of joy and penitence they hailed 
the deliverance of the Holy Sepulchre from the pollu- 
tion of the infidel. The spectacle was a stirring 
one, and its interest was enhanced by the appearance 
of the Christians of Jerusalem, who emerged from 
their hiding-places, and gladly greeted their deliv- 
erers. Among them was the man to whom, next to 
Gregory and Urban, the liberation of the city was 
chiefly due, — the little man, clothed in a woollen 
robe, who had preached this great war of the Cross 
throughout Christendom, — no other than Peter the 
Hermit. 

Eight days later, on the 23rd of July 1099, Jeru- 
salem witnessed another impressive ceremony. The 
Crusaders were met together for the purpose of elect- 

* The princes afterwards wrote to the Pope: "If yon would know 
what we did to the enemies we found in the city, understand that in 
the Porch of Solomon and in the Temple our horses walked up to 
their knees in the unclean blood of the Paynim/* 
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bag one of their leaders as king. The oompetitoni 
were four ia number, — Eobert of Normandy, Bobert 
of Flanders, Baymoiid of Thoulouse, and God&ej of 



Bouillon; but as the two former tumounced ^eir 
intention of straightway returning to Europe, and as 
the Count of Thoulouse was unpopular through his 
arrogance and ill-temper, Godfrey was virtually the 
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only candidate, as undoubtedly he was the most fit- 
tine. It was in vain for Haymond to advance his 
preinsions; Godfrey was uimously proclaixned 
the first and worthiest of the champions of Christen- 
dom. Magnanimously, he accepted a position which 
was characterized rather by its dangers and difficul- 
ties than its honours; but he strictly refused to ' 
wear any signs of regal power. " I cannot consent," 
he said, " to wear a crown of gold in the city where 
the Saviour of mankind wore a crown of thorns." 
Nor would he accept the title of king. He styled 
himself "First Baron and Defender of the Holy 
Sepulchre." But the title which he rejected has 
been conferred upon him by the voice both of his 
contemporaries and of posterity, and history ranks 
as first of the Latin Kings of Jerusalem that guileless 
comrade, that sagacious statesman, and that irre- 
proachable knight, Godfrey of Bouillon. 

Immediately after his election, the pilgrim-princes 
attended him in triumph to the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, where, before the altar, he solemnly 
pledged himself to rule according to the laws of 
honour and justice. 




CHAPTER IV. 

THB KINODOM OF JERUSALEM. 

the first fortnight of his government God- 
frey was called upon to defend the throne 
to which the voice of the Christian war- 
riors had raised him, against an immense Moslem 
host, assembled at Ascalon, under the command of 
the Emir Afdhal, the most able and resolute of the 
Moslem generals. 

Godfrey immediately summoned all Christians 
capable of bearing arms to ma«,h with him from 
Jerusalem, and entreated Arnold de Kohes, who had 
been elected Patriarch, to accompany the army with 
that most precious of relics, the wood of the true 
cross. Leaving the women and children under the 
charge of Peter the Hermit and the clergy, who 
offered up prayers day and night for the success of 
the Christian arms, he led his troops across the sandy 
wilderness until, on the evening of the 11th of 
August, they reached the bank of the Soree, a small 
stream which traverses the plain between Jaffa and 
Ascalon. While resting in their camp, they per^ 
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ceived in the distance the appearance, as it were, of 
an armed host, and two hundred horsemen were 
despatched to reconnoitre. The armed host proved 
to be a huge drove of cattle and camels; and the 
Crusaders would willingly have seized upon so wel- 
come a booty, had not Godfrey represented that, in 
all probability, it was simply a stratagem of the 
enemy to throw them into disorder. 

And soon, indeed, it was ascertained that the Sar- 
acens were within three leagues, and waiting for a 
favourable opportunity to attack. Godfrey there- 
upon formed his soldiers into nine divisions, and 
having kept them under arms all night, made ready 
at daybreak for a desperate struggle. The Patriarch, 
after carrying the true cross through the kneeling 
ranks, and bestowing his benediction on the whole 
army, gave the signal for marching. After uttering 
a brief prayer for heavenly succour, the Crusaders 
sprang to their feet, and pressed forward, rapidly, 
but in order, to meet the enemy. As they did so, it 
happened that the droves of oxen and camels which 
they had seen on the previous evening fell into their 
rear, and followed their movements. 

The Saracen host was drawn up in order of battle 
on the verge of the plain of Ascalon. To the west 
lay the city, its walls radiant with the banners of 
the Crescent, and beyond them the shining waters of 
the sea ; on the east and in their rear they, were 
protected by the mountains. Both armies were 
disposed in two lines, but that of the Saracens was 
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far more numerous than the Crusading force, and in 
the centre, surrounded by his chief officers, the Emir 
Afdhal was conspicuous. 

While the two hosts waited for the signal of battle, 
a remarkable incident occurred. The droves of cattle 
in the rear of the Crusaders raised such clouds of 
dust, that the Saracens supposed them to be squadrons 
of cavalry coming to the assistance of the Christians. 
Their own stratagem was unexpectedly turned against 
them. At the sight the courage of the Moslems 
gave way to a panic of depression, which the emir 
in vain endeavoured to dispel. Their confusion was 
detected by the quick eye of Robert of Normandy, 
who, at the head of laa knights, immediately charged 
the hostile ranks with sword and spear, crashed 
through them like a storm-wind through a forest 
of pines, captured the great Moslem standard, and 
almost made a prisoner of the emir. The entire 
force of the Christian infantry followed in his track, 
and, after one terrible dischartre, castinff away lavelin 
and bow. and drawing their long stLght swonis, 
fell with wonderful impetuosity on the already broken 
ranks. The Saracens, giving way in aU directions, 
wero scattered over the plain in hopeless rout. So 
hot was the pursuit that hundreds were driven into 
the sea, and hundi'eds crushed to death on the draw- 
bridge, in their wild efforts to escape within the 
walls of Ascalon. Afdhal, flinging away his useless 
scimitar, made his way into the city; and from its 
ramparts beholding the destruction of his magnificent 
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anny, he shed tears of rage and ehame, and cursed 
the Fixiphot who had deserted his faithful followers. 
Shortly afberwards, fearful of his safety in Ascalon, 
the emir departed for Egypt; and the Crusadeni 
loight easily have captured the city, but for dissen- 
sions which sprang up between Baymond of Thou- 
lonse and Qodfrey. The latter, therefore, ordered 
the Christian army to return to Jerusalem, where 
they arrived in triumph, followed by immense droves 



of cattle, and loaded with booty. Godfrey then 
suspended before the Holy Sepulchre the sword and 
standard of the emir, and embraced his departing 
companions, who were recalled to Europe by their 
duty or their inclinations. Tanored, with 300 
knights and 2000 men-at-arms, aloae remained to 
assist in the defence of Palestine. 

We may here state that Peter the Hermit, like 
the pilgrim-princes, considered his mission fulfilled 
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when the Holy Sepulchre was delivered. On his 
homeward voyage he was in peril of shipwreck, and 
he made a vow that, if saved, he would found an 
abbey in honour of the Holy Sepulchre. Escaping 
the danger, he held himself true to his oath, and on 
the bank of the Maas erected a monastery, within 
the walls of which he spent the remainder of his life 
in tranquillity. 

The kingdom of Jerusalem, at the outset, consisted 
only of Jerusalem and Jaffa, with about twenty 
villages and towns in the adjacent country. And 
even in this contracted area the Moslems still occu- 
pied some strongly fortified posts; and the husband- 
man, the trader, ^and the pilgrim were exposed to 
their restless hostility. Grodfrey, by a succession of 
skilful movements, and with the powerful assistance 
of Tancred, gradually extended his dominions, while 
he carefully provided for the consolidation of his 
conquests by dividing the conquered lands among 
his most deserving soldiers, and instituting a wise 
and liberal legislation, well known in history as 
"the Assize of Jerusalem." This new code erected 
two tribunals of judicature : in the upper court, the 
court of the barons, presided the king himself, sup- 
ported by the Prince of Galilee, the Lord of Sidon 
and Csesarea, and the counts of Jaffa and Tripoli, 
together with all the nobles who held their lands 
immediately of the Crown. Over the second and 
inferior court presided the Yiscount of Jerusalem; 
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and it was composed of a select number of the 
worthiest and most discreet citizens, who were sworn 
to judge, according to the laws, of the actions and 
fortunes of their equals. Afterwards, a third court 
was established for the special protection of the 
Syrians, or Oriental Christians, whose sworn members 
were all Syrians, — Syrians in blood, language, and 
religion. 

Godfrey's glorious and useful reign did not endure 
above a twelvemonth. Tancred having been sent on 
an expedition into Galilee, captured Tiberias and 
various other cities. Over the country he had sub- 
dued he was named ruler; but, intoxicated by his 
success, he invaded the territories of the Sultan of 
Damascus, who marched against him with ovei"- 
whelming forces. 

On hearing of his danger, Godfrey immediately 
hastened to his assistance. AfW a severe engage- 
ment, the Saracens were totally defeated, and Godfrey 
set out on his return to Jerusalem. On his way he 
was met by the Emir of Csesarea, who solicited his 
friendship, and presented him with a rich gift of the 
fruit of the country. After eating of a cedar apple, 
however, the Christian king suddenly fell sick ; and 
his knights, in great alarm, conveyed him to JsiEbl, 
Here, in spite of the remedies employed by his phy- 
sicians, he rapidly sank, and on the 18th of July 
1100 he breathed his last. His remains were car- 
ried to Jerusalem, and in solemn procession borne 
up the slopes of Calvary, to be interred near that 
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Holy Sepulchre which his genius and valour had 
delivered from desecration. 

Who was to occupy the vacant throne ? On this 
question a great dispute arose between the Patriarch 
and the barons of Jerusalem; and the former, claim- 
ing the right of election, despatched messengers to 
Bohemond of Antioch, engaging his E(upport for the 
cause of the Church. The barons, denying the 
Patriarch's claim, sent deputies to Count Baldwin, 
inviting him to succeed to his brother's crown. 
Baldwin had already distinguished himself by his 
capture of the strong city of Edessa, in Mesopotamia, 
which he had made the capital of a Latin principality, 
and a stronghold of high importance. Bohemond, it 
was found, had been made prisoner while on an expe- 
dition against the Turks; and Baldwin, therefore, 
ascended the throne without opposition, the Patriarch 
himself performing the ceremony of coronation. 

Baldwin, like his brother, was a man of great capa- 
city and military skill. No sooner was he firmly 
seated upon his throne, than he began a series of 
expeditions against the Saracens, which added the 
important cities of Csesarea and Sidon, Tripoli and 
Acre, to his dominions. 

He was succeeded by his kinsman, Baldwin 11. , 
who resigned his principality of Antioch to Jocelyn 
de Courtenay, and assuming the crown of Jerusalem, 
carried out the warlike policy of his predecessor with 
equal firmness and success. During his reign, Fulke, 



Count of Anjou, to divert his mind from the sorrow 
occasioned by tlie loss of a, beloved wife, made a pil- 
grimage to Jerusalem, where bis chivalrous qualities 
won universal admiration. Baldwin ofiered him the 
hand of his oldest danghter and beirees, Millicent, 
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which he gladly accepted (a.d. 1131); and on the 
decease of his father-in-law, he succeeded, in right of 
his wife, to the kingdom of Jerusalem. But, one 
day, while hunting on the plains of Acre, fell from 
his horse, and was killed. His son, Baldwin IIL, a 
boy of thirteen, succeeded to the throne, and began 
to reign under the auspices of his mother. The 
kingdom of Jerusalem, however, was at this time in 
a condition of great difficulty and danger. The ol^ 
enthusiasm of the Crusaders had died out. The Mos- 
lems had recovered from their depression, and begun 
a desperate warfare for the recapture of their former 
possessions. Edessa, one of the most important out- 
posts of the new kingdom, was taken, after a month's 
siege j and though Millicent was an able and resolute 
woman, and Baldwin a lad of no ordinary promise, it 
was evident that a woman and a boy could not save 
the state in so desperate a conjuncture. AU eyes, 
therefore, were turned towards Europe, in anxious 
yearning for the assistance of the Christian princes 
of the West (a.d. 1144). 




CHAPTER V. 

FREDERICK BARBAROSSA. 

^BOPE responded to the summons from 
Jerusalem, and a Second Crusade was 
undertaken in 1147, under the leadership 
of Louis Vll. of France, and Conrad III., Emperor 
of Germany Each departed on his enterprise with 
a force of seventy thousand cavalry, and twice as 
many infantry — having stripped his dominion of its 
best and bravest blood, of its nobles, men-at-arms, 
and artificers, of its skill and strength and valour. 
The ruling spirit of this new Crusade was St. Ber- 
nard of Clairvaux, whose ardent imagination had been 
stirred by the sorrowful intelligence which reached 
him from the Christians in Palestine. Convoking at 
Vezelay a great assembly of the nobles and people of 
France, his eloquence produced as wonderful an effect 
as that produced by Pope Urban at Clermont; and 
from the innumerable multitude which filled the plain 
and covered the neighbouring heights loud shouts arose 
of " The Cross ! the Cross ! God wills it ! " Before 
the assembly broke up, Louis himself, with his queen 
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— the notorioua Eleanor of Aquittuue— and a host of 
kniglite and nobles, bad assnmed the saored sfmbot 
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of the Crusaders. St Bernard then proceeded into 
Germany; and his course, from the Khine to the 
Danube, and from the valleys of Switzerland to the 
plains of Northern Italy, was everywhere signalized 
by the same " successful exertions of his fervid zeal 
and impetuous eloquence." Moved to the heart by 
his appeals, the great feudatory princes of Bavaria, 
Bohemia, Piedmont, Carinthia, Styria, with a host of 
inferior chieftains, took up the Cross ; and the pious 
orator's triumph was completed by the conversion of 
the Emperor Conrad III., after a conflict between the 
sense of political interest and religious duty. 

From Batisbon and Mainz, their places of rendez- 
vous, both the German and French armies suc- 
cessively traversed Hungary and Bulgaria on their 
way to Constantinople. The Byzantine throne was 
then occupied by Manuel Comnenus, the grandson of 
Alexius; but the Greek policy was unchanged: it 
continued jealous, subtle, distrustful, and treacherous^ 
and secret hostility was scarcely veiled by specious 
professions of friendship. The march of the Germans 
was obstructed by every artiflce which the astuteness 
of the Greek mind could invent ; so that when they 
arrived before the walls of Constantinople, Conrad 
indignantly refused an interview with the Greek 
emperor, but, crossing the Bosphorus, pursued his 
march through Asia Minor. Louis YIL, however, 
on his arrival at the Byzantine capital, was induced 
to believe in the excuses and to accept the hospitality 
of his treacherous host, and loitered amid the plea^ 
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Buree of CoustAmtinople, until be was awakened to a 
sense of his duty by the alanmng inteUigence of &6 
defeat and destruction of the German army. 

While leisurely 
threading the diffi- 
cult moimtain-paeaes 
of Lycaouia, the Ger- 
mauB were betrayed 
by their Greek guides 
into the hands of the 
Sultan of Iconium, r 
who had assembled f 
immense hordes of 
Turcomans to oppose 
their progress. They 
suddenly found them- 
selves attacked on 
all sides ; and the 
knights, encumbered 
with heavy armour, 
were unable to reach 
their assailants on the 
mountain-steeps, or to 

protect the defence- ' ' ""^ 

less infantry from the Turkish arrows. With des- 
perate courage, Conrad and his chivalry contrived 
indeed, to cut their way through the Modem legions, 
but were compelled to abandon the infantry and wi- 
armed pilgrims to their fatej and it is calculated that 
nine-tenths of the whole German host were destroyed 

(TM) 5 
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by the shafts and scimitars of the Paynim, or perished 
of hunger and tHrst in this disastroi exl^dition. 

" When Conrad," says Major Procter, " with the 
remnant of his followers, had effected his retreat to 
Nice, where the French king, after crossing the Bos- 
phorus, had established his camp, no doubt was left 
of the foul treachery of Manuel, who had not only 
delayed the advance of Louis by false reports of the 
success of his German confederates, but was also 
found to have maintained an intelligence with the 
Sultan of Iconium. Now advancing in concert 
through Asia Minor, but turning aside from the 
former route of the Crusaders to the sesrcoast of 
Lydia, Conrad and Louis reached Ephesus with their 
forces ; but there the destitution of equipments for a 
longer march, to which the Germans had been re- 
duced by their defeat, obliged Conrad to transport 
them by sea to Palestine ; and the French army alone 
resumed its route by land. On the banks of the 
Meander, Louis and his chivalry encountered and 
overthrew the Turkish hosts with so tremendous a 
slaughter, that piles of Moslem bones in the next age 
still whitened the scene of destruction. But the con- 
fidence inspired by this victory served only to lure 
on the negligent Crusaders to their ruin. In their 
continued march, the vanguard had already passed 
the mountains between Pisidia and Phrygia, when 
the rereward, commanded by Louis in person, while 
entangled in the defiles, was suddenly assailed by 
innumerable swarms of Turks, who, covering the 
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sorroanding precipices, from thence, with fragments 
of rock, crushed and hurled whole squadrons of the 
French men-at-arms into the yawning gulfs below. 
The surprise was so complete and so dreadful, that 
the whole rearguard was routed and destroyed before 
order could be restored ; and the king himself, afber 
performing prodigies of valour, was saved only, under 
favour of the darkness, by climbing a tree, and with 
difficulty escaped, almost unattended, to the camp of 
the vanguard." 

After this calamity, it was useless to think of pene- 
trating into Syria by land. The sea-coast route was 
again adopted, and the dispirited army reached the 
port of Attalia, in Pamphylia, after suffering severely 
from famine and pestilence. Here the king suc- 
ceeded in procuring Greek vessels for the transport 
of his knights and nobles to Antioch; but the in- 
fantry and pilgrims he was compelled to leave behind 
him, and the whole multitude was massacred, either 
by the ferocious Turks, or by the more ferocious and 
far more treacherous Greeks. 

Keunited on the shores of Palestine, Conrad and 
Louis, assisted by the King of Jerusalem and the 
newly-created order of the Knights of St. Johh and 
the Temple,* resolved to attack Damascus, the great 

* The Knights of St. John originated in a cluuritable brotherhood 
connected with a monastic hospital founded at Jemsalem in the middle 
of the eleventh century. They were separated into an independent order 
in 1113, and the members were distinguished by their black dress, with 
% white cross on the breast. Under Raymond de Puy they engaged in 
military service. The Knights of the Temple arose in 1118, when Hugh 
de Payens and seven other French knights vowed before the Patriarch of 
Jerusalem to fight for the Christian faith against all unbelievers. 



aiEGE OF nAMASCUS. 



fended; the Christians were ill-led, and tlieir efforts 
paralyzed by constant feuds and discords; and after a 
pitiful waste of life, they were compelled to abandon 
the siege, and retreat in shame and dishonour to 
'Jerusalem. 
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And this was the melancholy end of the Sooond 
Crusade. 

In the Third Crusade, the principal 'figure is that 
remarkable man, Frederick Barbarossa, Emperor of 
Germany, one of the ablest princes of an able race— 
a man of many virtues, yet of many failings. Dean 
Milman justly characterizes him as distinguished by 
intrepid valour, consummate prudence, unmeasured 
ambition, justice which hardened into severity, and 
the ferocity of a barbarian somewhat tempered with 
a high chivalrous gallantry. The earlier part of his 
career was one long struggle against the power of the 
Court of Eome. But with the stirring incidents 
which marked it we have not here to deal. We take 
it up in 1188, when the news reached Europe that 
Jerusalem had once more fallen into the power of the 
Saracens ; for, after a protracted resistance, the Chris- 
tians in Palestine had been overwhelmed by superior 
forces, and their leaders had succumbed before the 
military genius of the Sultan of Egypt, the famous 
Sallah-u-deen, or Saladin. At the battle of Tiberias 
(a.d. 1187), in spite of the chivalry of the Knights 
of St. John and the Temple, the army of the Eling 
of Jerusalem experienced a crushing defeat. Many 
princes and noblL were taken pr^ers. To most of 
them Saladin offered their lives; but to the captive 
Knights of St. John and the Temple, only the altera 
native of apostasy or death. We record with an emo- 
tion of pride that these champions of the Cross, two 
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hundred and thirty in number, refused to dishonour 
the name of Christ : they won the crown of martyr- 
dom, and bequeathed a glorious example to their suo- 
oessors. 

After the battle of Tiberias, Csesarea, Acre, Jaffii, 
Beritus (now Beyrout), and finally Jerusalem itself, 
fell into the hands of the conqueror, and all the work of 
the first Crusaders was undone. The great Mosque of 
Omar, on the site of the Temple, was consecrated anew 
to the worship of Islam, and the golden cross which 
surmounted the dome of the Church of the Sepulchre 
was taken down, and for two days dragged through 
the streets. Of all the possessions which the Chris- 
tians had held in Palestine, the sea-port of Tyre was 
almost the only place of importance which remained 
to them. 

As we have said, when the news of these melan- 
choly events reached Europe all Christendom was 
struck with horror. The leading sovereigns hushed 
their feuds for a while, and concerted measures for 
the deliverance of the Holy Land from its oppressors. 
Gregory YIII. issued letters to all the Christian 
nations, describing in the most moving language the 
fall of the Sacred City. Saladin — for the Cross of 
Christ had ceased to be the unconquerable defence of 
the Christians — had overthrown the Christian host, 
had broken down the defences of Christ's vineyard ; 
the cross was degraded, the bishop slain, the king a 
prisoner; hundreds of martyrs had been beheaded. 
This was the divine chastisement of the sins, not of 
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the kingdom of Jerusalem, but of Christendom ; it 
might stir the hearts, not only of believers, but of 
mankind generally. The Pope exhorted every man 
to take up arms, or at least to offer contributions 
according to his means, for the relief of his suffering 
brethren, and for the rescue of the Holy Sepulchre. 
He appointed a fast for five years, to appease the 
wrath of God. Every Friday in the year was to be 
kept as Lent: on Wednesdays and Saturdays meat 
Z forbidden; and other ordLices were pro;iaimed. 
calculated to impress Christendom with the gravity 
of the crisis. 

Gregory did not rule as pontiff for quite two 
months, but Clement III. was not less earnest in the 
prosecution of a new Crusade. In truth, the prepa- 
rations for it absorbed the attention of all Europe. 
Frederick Barbarossa, the great Emperor of the West, 
announced his design of taking the Cross; and, at the 
head of an army which fitly represented the extent 
of his power and resources, he set forth by land to 
Palestine. Philip Augustus of France and Kichard I. 
of England shared in the general enthusiasm, and 
each levied a formidable and well-equipped host, 
which they conveyed to the shores of the Holy Land 
by sea. Minor princes led minor expeditions; and 
one of them, under Conrad of Montferrat, uncle 
of Baldwin IV., the infant Eling of Jerusalem, 
repulsed the Turks from the walls of Tyre, and 
forced them to retreat ingloriously to Damascus. 
The enthusiasm of Europe burned as brightly as in 



A MIGHTY HOST, 



the days when the flame was first formed into life 
by Peter the Hermit. 

Frederick Barbarossa conducted his march from 
the confines of Germany to the shores of the Helles- 
pont with the utmost regularity and order. He was 
attended by bis son, the Duke of Suabia, by the 
Dukes of Austria and Moravia, by above sixty 
princes and great lords of the empire, and by fifteen 
thousand knights, the flower of the Teutonic chivalry. 
Their mounted attendants swelled the total array of 
cavalry to sixty thousand; and the infantry, exclusive 
of unarmed pilgrims, numbered one hundred thou- 
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Throughout their passage across the Greek terri- 
tories the German army encountered, we are told, 
a repetition of exactly the same course of treacherous 
hostility, under the mask of friendship, as the Byzan- 
tine court and people had adopted in the previous 
Crusades. The indignation of his troops, however, 
was restrained by the magnanimous or prudent for- 
bearance of Barbarossa ; and though he showed his 
resentment at the fraud and subtlety of the then 
Emperor of the East, Isaac Angelus, by refusing to 
visit Constantinople as a guest, he quietly transported 
his formidable host across the narrow waters of the 
Hellespont. 

The subsequent transit of his army through Asia 
Minor was a yet severer trial of Frederick's patience 
and ability. But every obstacle of climate and war- 
fare was surmounted by his military genius; and the 
march of the Imperialists was conducted with an 
order, a success, and, consequently, a renown such as 
had never been attained by any preceding host of 
Crusaders. 

It is true, indeed, that the sufferings of a long march 
across burning and waterless deserts admitted but of 
little alleviation : and thousands of the Germans sunk 
under the burden of fatigue and the agonies of thirst, 
while many perished in the assaults of the Turcoman 
hordes, which hung like a cloud upon their flanks 
and rear. But the solid Teutonic array, and the 
skilful dispositions of Frederick, frustrated every 
attack; and the emperor not only defeated the 
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Sultan of loonium in the field, but stormed his 
capital, and constrained him to sue for peace. The 
fame of his achievements spi*ead throughout the East, 
and the Armenians sent to supplicate his alliance. 
So rapid and victorious was his progress, so admirable 
the discipline of his soldiery, that even Saladin him- 
self began to tremble at their approach. And there 
can be little doubt that the great emperor, if he had 
been spared to reach the Holy Land, would have 
swept it clear of its infidel oppressors, and established 
the kingdom of Jerusalem on firm foundations. 

But one day the imperial army reached the Caly- 
cadnus (or Selef), a little river which, rising in the 
mountains of Isauria, flows on to wash the walls of 
Seleucia. While the sumpter horses and baggage 
were passing over, Barbarossa halted near a rock, on 
which, it is said, were inscribed the ominous words, 
*' Here the greatest of men shall perish." Growing 
impatient, and desirous of accelerating the move- 
ments of his troops, he dashed into the stream at the 
neai*est point, that he might gallop in advance of the 
sumpter horses, and pursue his march at the head 
of his army.* The current, however, was running 
rapidly ; and, borne down by its violence, the aged 
monarch struck his head against a tree, was thrown 
from his steed, and immersed in the whiri of waters. 
A shout of horror immediately arose, and hundreds 
of men rushed to their emperor's assistance. But 

* Aooording to another aeoount, his death was caused by his iropni- 
dentlj bathing in the icy flood of the mountain toirent 



A GERMAN LEGEND. 79 

when brought to land he was quite benumbed, and 
in a few moments he drew his last breath. 

When the sad intelligence reached Germany the 
whole empire was deeply moved, and many there 
were who refused to believe that their illustrious 
emperor was no more. To this very day, German 
tradition relates that he is not dead, but that he 
sleeps in a rocky cavern in the hills near Salzburg, 
ready to appear again on earth when the world's 
affairs come to the worst. And it is added that a 
peasant, accidentally finding his way into this cavern, 
saw the emperor seated at, and leaning his elbow on, 
a marble table, while his long red beard streamed 
full upon the floor. He was half awake, and 
demanded of the intruder what time it was. On 
receiving an answer, he muttered, "Not yet, not yet; 
but the hour speedily cometh." 

So far as the German Crusaders were concerned, 
the emperor's death was most disastrous. It showed 
how entirely their previous successes had been due to 
the influence of his personal qualities. The Turks 
threw off the terror which his name, his power, and 
his achievements had inspired; they recommenced 
their attacks, and as these were not met with the 
same energy and resolution as before, they were 
encouraged to repeat them with ever-growing auda- 
city. Fatigue, hunger, sickness, and the swoixi 
rapidly thinned the ranks of the unfortunate Cru- 
saders. It is true that Frederick's son, the Duke of 
Suabia, was wanting neither in courage nor conduct; 
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but lie X did not enjoy the influence, nor possess the 
military genius, of his illustrious father. Thus the 
losses of the Crusaders were so terrible that, before 
they reached the frontiers of Syria, their numbers 
had been reduced to one-tenth of their original 
strength. Their array, however, was still so formi- 
dable that, on their arrival at Antioch, they were 
enabled to deliver the city and its territory from the 
oppression of the Saracens; and after this success, 
the Duke of Suabia gallantly led the remains of the 
imperial host to reinforce the Crusaders who, under 
the Eling of Jerusalem, had laid siege to Acre. It 
was his ill-fortune, we may add, and that of some 
thousands of his heroic warriors, to perish of disease 
before that almost impregnable fortress.* 

* The siege, which began in 1189, lasted for nearly two years, and was 
conducted by sea and land with the utmost obstinacy. The defence was 
as resolute as the attack ; and it is probable that nearly three hundred 
thousand men on each side perished in the long and indecisive struggle 




CHAPTER VI. 

RICHARD CCEUR DB LIOK. 

|E are now called upon to trace the progress 
of Bichard I. of England and Philip 
Augustus of France, both of them young 
and powerfiil sovereigns, eager for distinction in the 
field, and burning with chivalric fervour. 

Interchanging the most solemn professions of un- 
alterable friendship, — which, however, did not outlive 
the first moment of jealous passion, — they agreed to 
combine their forces for the sacred expedition; and 
on the plain of Yezelay, in France, the two monarchs 
reviewed a splendid army of one hundred thousand 
men, richly and carefully equipped. They marched 
together as far as Lyons, where they separated to 
embark on board their respective fleets, after fibdng 
on the port of Messina, in Sicily, as their rendezvous. 
PhiUp ?hen proceeded to GenoL to meet his sHps; 
Kichard to Marseilles, to await the arrival of his 
English armada. But his impatient and restless 
spirit could not endure delay ; and finding that his 
fleet had not reached the port, he hired a few vessels 
(748) 6 
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for the conveyance of himself and his more immediate 
fbllowers, and after passing through a series of 
adventures more appropriate to the experience of a 
knight-errant than a powerful sovereign, he found 
his way into Sicily. The English fleet, meanwhile, 
after touching at Lisbon, and assisting in the success- 
ful defence of Santarem against a Mohammedan army, 
reached Marseilles in safety, took on board the Eng- 
lish forces, and actually sailed into the noble liarbour 
of Messina some days before the arrival either of 
Philip Augustus or Bichard I 

In Sicily both monarchs encamped for the winter; 
an unfortunate arrangement, as it afforded eveiy 
opportunity for their smouldering rivalries to break 
out into a flame, and for their jealous ambitions to 
come into violent contact. Bichard had, as he con- 
ceived, just causes of complaint against Tancred, the 
then King of Sicily, who had detained in gilded 
captivity his sister* Joanna, widow of William II., 
Tancred's predecessor, and had refused either to 
restore her dower or pay the legacies bequeathed by 
her husband to the English crown. With his usual 
impatience, he resolved upon redressing these injuries 
after his own fashion; and on his sister's release, 
he seized a castle for her residence, occupied other 
fortified and important positions, and allowed his 
soldiery to bo guilty of many excesses. While 
Philip interposed as mediator, the citizens of Messina 
were provoked into a sudden attack upon the Eng- 
lish, who, after a fierce engagement, stormed the 
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city, harrowed it with fire and sword, and planted 
the Bed Cross on its ramparts. The French king 
was, not unnaturally, offended at an outrage which, 
as he resided in Messina, made him virtually a 
prisoner in the hands of his ally; and Richard, to 
appease him, withdrew his troops. Peace was then 
concluded between Richard and Tancred, the latter 
complying with all the English monarch's demands; 
and Richard immediately lavished rich presents on 
all the French and English knights, and on Christmas- 
day feasted the chivalry of both nations, suffering 
no individual to depart without some token of his 
bounty. 

But now a bitter quarrel broke out between 
Richard and Philip Augustus. Richard, who was 
betrothed to Philip's sister, Alice or Adelais, had 
fallen in love with Berengaria, the beautiful daughter 
of Sancho the Wise, King of Navarre, and engaged 
to marry her. The marriage was vehemently opposed 
by Philip Augustus^ and it seemed probable that the 
dispute would be settled only on the battle-field. 
It is thus recorded by one of our old English 
chroniclers : — 

"Then spake King Philip, and in grief said, 

' My sister Alice is now forsaken. 
Since one, of more riches, of Nayarre hast thou taken/ 
When King Richard understood what King Philip had sworn. 
Before clergy he stood, and proved on that morn 
That Alice to his father a child had bom. 
Which his sire King Harry held for his own ; 
A maiden child it was, and now dead it is. 

' Tills was a great trespass, and against mine own wille 
If I Alice take.'" 
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Philip then contended that Bichard still held 
possession of the citj of Gisors, which had been set 
apart as his sister's dower : — 

" ' Now,' said King Richard, ' that menace maj not be, 
For thou Shalt have ward of OiBon thy citie, 

And treaBore ilk a deal' 
Bichard yielded him his right, his treaanre, and his town. 
Before witness at sight (of clerk and eke baron), 
His sister he might marry, wherever Ood might like. 
And, to make certainty, Bichard a quittance took.** 

Upon the payment of ten thousand marks, and the 
restoration of Gisors, a hollow reconciliation was 
effected between the two kings. 

Berengaria soon afterwards arrived in Messina, 
accompanied by Queen Eleanor, Bichard's mother. 
As it was the season of Lent, the marriage could not 
immediately take place, and Bichard determined to 
sail for Palestine. Previously, in honour of his be- 
trothal, he instituted an order of four and twenty 
knights, who pledged themselves in a fraternity with 
the king to scale the ramparts of Acre; and that 
they might easily be recognized, Bichard ordered 
them to wear a belt of blue leather on the left leg, 
whence they were entitled '^Knights of the Blue 
Thong.'* 

The princess Berengaria was embarked in one of the 
strongest of the English ships, under the charge of 
Stephen de Tumham ; Bichard led the van in his 
favourite galley, Treno-the-mere ; and the whole fleet, 
'insisting of two hundred vessels, sailed gallantly 
of the harbour of Messina. Off the coast of Crete, 



hoverer, it was diBpersed by a terrible gale ; and at 
lUiodea the king's passionate temper was inflamed 
by tidings that two of his ships, having been wrecked 



on the shores of Cyprus, were plundered, and their 
crews cast into prison. To revenge this outrage, he 
sailed for Cyprus. Yainly demanding reparation 
from Isaac Coomeiius, who had revolted against the 
Byzantine emperor and seized the government of the 
island, he disembarked his troops, stormed Limonssa, 
and took up his residence in the captured city. Hen 
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he was joined by Berengaria, and splendid preparations 
were immediately made for the royal nuptials. After 
these had been celebrated, Hichard was crowned 
King of Cyprus, and Berengaria Queen of England 
and Cyprus. 

Soon after, as Miss Strickland records, the fair 
heiress of Cyprus, daughter to the despot Isaac, came 
and threw herself at the feet of Hichard. "Lord 
king," she cried, "have mercy on me I" And the 
king, putting forth his hand, courteously raised her 
from the ground, and sent her to his wife and his 
sister Joanna. As historical calumnies are not want- 
ing respecting the beautiful Cypriot princess, and as 
Eichard is said to have been enticed by her charms 
to forsake his queen, it is well to note the words of a 
contemporary, "that Hichard sent the lady directly 
to his queen, from whom she never parted till after 
their return to Europe." The suirender of the 
daughter was followed by the capture of the father, 
whom the King of England bound in silver chains, 
richly gilt, and presented to Queen Berengaria as her 
captive. He afterwards entered the knightly brother- 
hood of the Templars, and died in peace, like a good 
warrior. 

The nuptial festivities over, Hichard once more be- 
thought himself of his vow against the Paynim, and 
set sail, in beautiful summer weather, for Palestine. 
On St. Barnabas Day he appeared before Acre, which 
was then invested by the King of Jerusalem and 
Philip Augustus] and on his landing he was welcomed 
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His presence infused a. new ardour into the arraB fuid 
hearts of the soldiers. The operations of the siege 
were pressed with extraotdinary v%our. Heavy bat- 
tering engines shook the strong ramparts into ruin. 
Eveiy effort of Saladin to defeat the besiegers or 
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relieve the garrison was repnlaed, and at length Acre 
^pitulated. This euccess was hailed by the Christiaiui 
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as an auspicious omen of the recovery of the Holy 
Sepulchre. But their bright anticipations were some- 
what clouded by the secession of Philip Augustus, 
who, suffering from severe illness, jealous of the fame 
of Cceur de lion, and not unnaturally impatient of 
his arrogance, re-embarked his army, all but ten 
thousand men, and sailed back to France, leaving 
to Kichard the supreme command of the Crusading 
forces. 

With an army still numbering thirty to forty thou- 
sand veteran warriors, the Eling of England left Acre, 
and began his progress towards Jerusalem. ''His 
march," says Gibbon, " one hundred miles in extent, 
from Acre to Ascalon, was a great and perpetual battle 
ofelevendays. In t].e disoSof Jt^ps.Saladin 
remained on the field, with seventeen guards, without 
lowering his standard, or suspending the sound of his 
brazen kettledrum. He again rallied, and renewed 
the charge; and his preachers and heralds called aloud 
on the wftita/ricma manfully to stand up against the 
Christian idolaters. But the progress of these idolaters 
waa irresistible; and it wa^ only by demolishing the 
walls and buildings of Ascalon that the sultan could 
prevent them from occupying an important fortress on 
the confines of Egypt. During a severe winter the 
armies slept ; but in the spring the Franks advanced 
within a day's march of Jerusalem, under the leading 
standard of the English king ; and his active spirit 
intercepted a convoy or caravan of seven thousand 
camels. Saladin had fixed his station in the Holy 
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City; but the city was struck with coostematioii and 
discord. He fasted; he prayed; he preached; he 
offered to share the dangers of the si^e; but his 
Mamelukes, viho remembered the fate of their com- 
pamoDB at Acre, pressed the Bultan, with loyal or 
seditions clamours, to reserve Ma person and their 



courage for the future defence of their religion and 
empire. The Moslems were delivered by the sudden, 
or, as they deemed, the miraculous retreat of the 
Ohristiaus ; and the laiu^ of Kichard were blasted 
by the prudence or envy of his companions. The 
hero, ascending a hill and veiling bis face, exclaimed 
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with an indignant voice — ' Those who are unwilling 
to rescue, are unworthy to view, the Sepulchre of 
Christ ! ' After his return to Acre, on the news 
that Jafifa was surprised by the sultan, he sailed 
with some merchant-vessels, and leaped foremost on 
the beach. The castle was relieved hj his presence, 
and sixty thousand Turks and Saracens fled before 
his arms. The discovery of his weakness provoked 
them to return in the morning, and they found him 
carelessly encamped before the gates with only seven- 
teen knights and three hundred archers. Without 
counting their number, he sustained their charge; 
and we learn from the evidence of his enemies that 
the King of England, grasping his lance, rode furi- 
ously along their front, from the right to the left 
wing, without meeting an adversaxy that dared to 
encounter his career. Am I," exclaims Gibbon, 
" writing the history of Orlando or Amadis V* 

Bichard's deeds of prowess were long remembered 
in the Holy Land, so that the Saracens, on seeing 
their horses startled by a shadow or a bush, would 
cry out to them : " What ! dost think Malek-Kei is 
there?'' And so, too, when the children of Turk or 
Saracen broke out into any fit of childish petulance, 
their motheirs would say to them : " Hush, hush ! or 
I will give you to King Kichard ! " and the terror of 
these words would immediately silence them. 

Hespecting each other's valour, Richard and Saladin 
were not unwilling to conclude a lasting peace. The 
former, moreover, was anxious to return to his king- 
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dom ; the latter was weak and faint with a mortal 
disease. The final truce was arranged in "a fair 
flowery meadow '' near Mount Tabor, where Bichard 
was so much charmed bj the chivalrous courtesy of 
the '^ Prince of Miscreants/' as the Crusaders styled 
the Turkish sultan, that he declared he would rather 
be the friend of the gallant and honourable pagan, 
than the ally of the crafby Philip of France or the 
brutal Leopold of Austria. The terms of the treaty 
were : that Bichard should dismantle the fortifications 
of Ascalon, which, as the key of Egypt from the 
Syrian frontiers, was, while in the hands of the 
Christians, an object of disquietude to the sultan; 
and that Saladin, on his part, should leave them bi 
undisturbed possession of Tyre, Acre, and Jaffa, with 
the whole of the maritime territory lying between the 
first and last of these cities; should refrain also from 
attacking the territories of the Prince of Antioch 
and Count of Tripoli; and grant all Christian pilgrims 
free access to the holy places of Jerusalem. These 
conditions were to be observed for a period of three 
yeaitt and three months. 

Such, says a thoughtful writer, was the termination 
of the Third Crusade. It is true that its avowed 
object, the recapture of Jerusalem, had not been ac- 
complished ; but it would be unfair to represent it as 
either useless or barren. The total ruin with which 
the great defeat at Tiberias had threatened the Latin 
kingdom was averted; the tide of Mussulman con- 
quest was arrested ; and a considerable portion of the 
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littoral of Palestine, with its three strongholds, re- 
mained in the hands of the Christians. The recovery 
or preservation of this territory, which for eighty 
years deferred the final triumph of the Crescent, 
was dne in a great measure to the heroism and 
military capacity of Coeur de Lion, whose personal 
prowess infused a brilliant valour and indomitable 
resolution into the soul of every Christian warrior. 
Had he been less capricious, less selfish, less impru- 
dent, still more splendid results might have been 
realized; though it is but just to remember that he 
was beset by many trials, .by constant dissensions 
among the Christian princes, and by treachery on 
the part of the rulers of Jerusalem. 

With the remainder of Eichard's career we are not 
concerned. The reader knows the romantic story of 
his passage across Europe, of his imprisonment by 
the Duke of Austria, of his release on the payment 
of a heavy ransom, — of all those incidents, in fine, 
which have been the theme of so many songs and 
legends, and by their picturesque character have 
blinded us too often to the gross vices of Bichard's 
•disposition and his failings as " a ruler of men." 




CHAPTER VIL 

THE FOURTH AST) FIFTH CRUSAPflS. 

lLADIN, notwithstanding his occasional 
cruelties, is, perhaps, the most eminent 
example in history, except Akbar. of an 
EjEUETtem hero. He was capable of the utmost gener- 
osity; his gOYemment was firm and equitable; his 
devotion was sincere; he was scrupulously fifidthful to 
his engagements. He did not long survive the con- 
clusion of his negotiations with Richard, but expired 
at the age of fifty-seven; having reigned twenty-two 
years over Egypt, and nineteen over Syria. When 
he found his last hour approaching, he summoned his 
standard-bearer to his side, and said: — "Tou have 
been wont to bear my banner in the day of battle; 
you shall carry it now in the day of death. Take 
this winding-sheet, and bear it upon a lance through 
every street and lane in Damascus, crying, 'Behold 
the great Sultan of the East is dying, and carries 
with him to the grave nothing but this poor 
shroud !'*' Thus the death of the Moslem leader 
was not unworthy of his life. 
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On his decease, the ma^ificent empire consolidated 
by liis genius and state-crafb was almost immediately 
dissolved; three of his sons erecting independent 
thrones at Cairo, at Damascus, and at Aleppo. The 
greater portion of his army, however, acknowledged 
the supremacy of his brother Saphadin, who at 
their head succeeded in establishing a strong and 
prosperous sovereignty in Syria. During the long 
wars originated by these ambitious projects, it was 
thought by the leaders of Christendom that Jerusalem 
might easily be reconquered; and, for this purpose. 
Pope Celestine III. proclaimed the Fourth Crusade. 
The trumpet rang out aloud, and its vigorous notes 
pealed through the length and breadth of Christendom ; 
but Germany alone responded. Many of the princes 
and nobles of the empire, burning with genuine 
devotion or inflamed by ambitious hopes, assumed 
the Cross, and three great armaments successively 
reached the port of Acre. But their appearance 
served to reconcile the contending Moslems against 
a common foe; and though the German chivalry 
asserted their superiority in the field, little was ac- 
complished towards the hopes of the Crusaders. 
Jerusalem was not recovered, but the Latin kingdom 
was strengthened; and when the imperial warriors 
returned to Europe, they could cherish the pleasing 
reflection that in their hands the banner of the Cross 
had suflered neither defeat nor disgrace. 

The Fifth Crusade claims from us a much larger 
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ehftre of attention ; for though, planned with the view 
of reBouing Jerusalem from the Moaletna, it ended in 
ehattering to ite foundations the Christiaji Empire of 
the East, and in wresting 
Constantinople from its 
Greek rolets. 
I Instigated by Uie preach- 
ing of a fanatical priest, 
Foulquea of NeuiUy, it 
waa encouraged by Pope 
Innocent ITE., one of the 
ablest men who have ever 
worn the threefold crown 
or carried the beys of St. 
Peter. Its leaders were 
Thibault, Count of Cham- 
pagne; Simon de Mont- 
fort, Lord of Mantes; 
Baldwin, Count of flan- 
, ders; Louis, Count of 

Blois; and Boniiace, Mar- 
quis of Montferrat A 
■iMCR D. MomtKBT. fiudden enthusiasm again 

seized upon the knighthood of Europe, and thousands 
flocked to the banners lifted up by theee powerful 
nobles. After mature deliberation, it was resolved 
that the expedition should proceed by sea, and that, 
for this purpose, the assistance should be secured, if 
possible, of the great maritime republic of Venice. 
The princes therefore despatched six deputies to that 
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city, one of whom was Geoffrey de Yillehardoiiin, 
Marshal of Champagne, to whose graphic pen we 
owe a valuable and graphic narrative of the !Fiftb 
Crusade. 

They were received with great honour by the 
Doge Enrico Dandolo, — ^the " blind old Dandolo " of 
fiyron, — ^who, though ninety-three years of age, still 
exhibited all the fire and vigour of a robust manhood. 
Several days were spent in negotiations, which resulted 
in an agreement that Venice should furnish a suficient 
number oipaUmderSy or flat-bottomed vessels, for the 
transport of 4500 horses and 9000 esquires, and ships' 
for 4500 knights and 20,000 infantry. This force 
was to be maintained by the Bepublic for nine 
months; but, in disbursement of her expenses, she 
was afterwards to receive the magnificent sum of 
85,000 marks."* The doge further undertook to 
equip fifty galleys at the expense of the state, on the 
condition that, so long as the alliance continued, all 
conquests by sea or land should be divided equally 
between the contracting parties; a condition which 
clearly shows that Yenice was actuated quite as 
much by lust of gain as devotion to the Cross. 

Her terms, however, were accepted by the deputies, 
and a general assembly of the people was summoned 
to confirm them. The superb palace and richly 
decorated chapel of St. Mark were thronged with 
eager citizens; and Mass having been celebrated, 
the doge requested the ambassadors to explain the 

* Equal to aboat £1,800,000 at the pfreient valoe of montjr. 
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object of their miBsion. Tillehardouin acted as 
^kesmnn. "Illastrioua Venetians," he said, "the 
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greatest and most powerful barons of France have 
despatched us to implore the assistance of the rulers 
of the sea in rescuing the Holy City from the tyranny 
of the infidels. They have enjoined us to fall prostrate 
at your feet, until you have acceded to their supplica- 
tion, and undertaken to avenge the wrongs of Christ." 

The six deputies flung themselves upon their 
knees; and their noble appearance, and the moving 
spectacle of their tears, stirred up the religious ardour 
of the multitude. With a tremendous shout, they 
exclaimed, ^* We are agreed ! we are agreed ! " The 
doge then ascended the pulpit, and addressed his 
subjects with manly earnestness : — '' Behold, signers, 
the great honour which the Lord hath conferred upon 
you, in disposing the bravest warriors upon earth to 
seek your alliance, before that of any other nation, in 
an enterprise so glorious as the deliverance of our 
Saviour's Sepulchre." 

Early in 1202, the Marquis Boniface mustered at 
Venice the French, Italian, and German Crusaders, 
and encamped them on the island of San Kicolo. 
Their numbers, however, were fewer than had been 
expected; and they found themselves unable, not- 
withstanding the generosity of their leaders, to sub- 
scribe the stipulated cost of the enterprise; while the 
Venetians, with their characteristic caution, refused 
to permit the sailing of the fleet until the entire 
amount had been lodged in the public treasury. In 
this dilemma, the doge suggested that the Crusaders 
should assist him in the reduction of certain revolted 
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Dalmatian cities as a compensation for the deferred 
payment. Zara, the principal offender, lay on their 
route down the Adriatic, and the sole diffictdtj was 
the papal injunction that they should engage in nc 
hostilities against a Christian power. The doge, 
however, would not acknowledge that the Pope had 
any right to interfere; and the Cruaading chiefe 
comforted their consciences with the belief that, at 
all events, he could not have intended to protect a 
rebellious city. 

The command of the land forces had been unani- 
mously conferred upon the Marquis of Montferrat, 
but no leader had been chosen for the Venetian 
armada. So, one day, after Mass had been celebrated 
in St. Mark's, the doge suddenly ascended the pulpit, 
and addressed the people. " Signers," he said, " you 
are sharing with the bravest men on earth the 
noblest enterprise which mortal can undertake. I 
am a very old man, infirm of health, and in more 
need of rest than glory; yet as I know none more 
capable of guiding and directing you than myself, 
who am your sovereign, if it be your will that I 
should assume the Cross to watch over your move- 
ments, and leave my son in my stead to protect our 
country, gladly will I set out, and live and die with 
you and the pilgrims." With one consent, the mul- 
titude exclaimed : " We beseech you, in the name 
of God, to do as you have said, and go with us." 
Dandolo descended from the tribune, knelt before the 
ligh altar, and attaching the Cross to his ducal cap, 
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shed tears of devout happiness. His son was ap- 
pointed regent during his absence, and many of the 
Venetian nobles followed their sovereign. 

The armada sailed on the 9ik of October 1202. 
It consisted of fifty galleys, and four hundred and 
fifty other vessels, all decorated with banners and 
blazons, all shining with axe and spear and the 
gleaming armour of the knights. Forty thousand 
warriors, fired by Christian zeal and love of glory, 
seemed a host to conquer the World. " Of a truth," 
cries the old chronicler, ** it was a noble spectacle." 
And the Crusaders as they gazed around were moved 
to a frenzy of devotion, and broke out into psalm and 
Utany a» they gUded down the Adriatic. 

After a siege of six days Zara surrendered, and the 
Crusaders resolved upon occupying it for their wint-er- 
qiiarters. The new year came in, and preparations 
were resumed for the voyage to Palestine, when an 
unexpected turn of events took place. Isaac Angelus, 
Emperor of the East, was dethroned in 1195 by his 
brother Alexius Angelus. Both were tyrannical and 
treacherous princes; but the rightful sovereign was 
as feeble as the usurper was strong in intellect. 
Isaac's son, also named Alexius, observing the hatred 
with which his uncle was refi:arded by his subiects, 
conceived the idea of deUverSThis father ani re^ 
covering the Byzantine crown, with the help of the 
great Latin army. As a bribe, he offered to supply 
the Crusaders with provisions, to pay them two 
hundred thousand marks of silver, and to acknowledge 
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the supremacy of the Pope. Such temptations were 
not to be resisted; and though many of the more 
zealous Crusaders would fain have continued their 
legitimate enterprise, the majority were in favour 
of an expedition to Constantinople. 

They appointed their rendezvous at Corfu, where 
they rested for three weeks; and on the eve of 
Pentecost the whole force re-embarked, and pro- 
ceeded on their voyage. 

They doubled without accident the dangerous Cape 
of Malea, the southern extremity of the Peloponnesus 
or Morea, made a descent on the islands of Negropont 
and Andros, and cast anchor at Abydos, on the 
Asiatic side of the Hellespont* These preludes of 
conquest were easy and bloodless : the Greeks of 
the provinces, without courage or patriotism, were 
crushed by an irresistible force; the presence of the 
lawful heir might justify their obedience; and it was 
rewarded by the modesty and discipline of the Latins. 
As they voyaged through the Hellespont, where 

"HeUe'sUde 
Rolls darUj heaving to the main," 

the magnitude of their navy was compressed in a 
narrower channel, and innumerable sails seemed to 
whiten the face of the waters. They again spread 
their wings abroad in the ample basin of the Sea of 
Marmora, until, when about three leagues to the west 
of Constantinople, they beheld the capital of the East 

* The following paragraph is adapted from Gibbon, who does little 
Tre than paraphrase the simple language of Villehardonin. 
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resting on her seven liills, and dominating oyer tho 
continents of Europe and Asia. When the Crusaders 
contemplated the lofty walls and stately towers that 
fenced it round; the tall spires and swelling domes 
of its five hundred palaces gilded by the sun and 
reflected in the mirror-like waters ; its walls crowded 
with soldiers and spectators, of whose disposition 
towards them they were wholly ignorant, — their hearts 
sank, and the stoutest could scarcely repress the feel- 
ing that never since the beginning of the world had 
so mighty an enterprise 'been undertaken by such a 
handful of warriors. But hope and valour and the 
remembrance of past victories soon revived their 
spirits, and every man, as Yillehardouin tells us, 
looked to the conditions of the weapons he would be 
called upon to wield in the forthcoming conflict. 

After an interval of ten days, occupied in vain 
and insincere negotiations, the Crusaders crossed the 
Bosphorus, and landed on the opposite shore; the 
Greek army ignominiously taking to flight as the 
latter leaped from their vessels into the water. On 
the following morning, they carried the town of 
Galata by assault; while the Venetian fleet forced an 
entrance into the port of Constantinople. In a few 
days, the army crossed the united channel of the 
rivers Barbyses and Cydaris ("The Sweet Waters"), 
and encamped beneath the walls; while the fleet 
moved up to the head of the harbour. Then the 
siege of the capital fairly began, no fewer than two 
hundred and fifty military engines being directed 
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against its massive walls. The attack was im- 
petuous ; the resistance, fierce and resolute. The 
Crusaders fought with brilliant chivalry ; the Greeks, 
with desperation. On the 17th of July 1203, a 
combined assault was delivered against the city. A 
breach having been effected, the Crusaders rushed to 
the attack ; but were met with so stem a defiance, 
that no more than fifteen knights and sergeants 
succeeded in gaining the summit of the walls, and 
these were either taken prisoners or slain. The sea- 
assault was more successful. The Venetian vessels, 
drawn up in a line three bowshots in length, 
approached the towers and that portion of the wall 
which extended aJong the coast. Planting mangonels 
upon their upper decks, they saluted the Greeks with 
incessant showers of arrows and javelins, without 
being able to drive the garrison from their posts. 
''The rope-ladders on the ships, suspended to the 
yard-arms, fell so near the walls, that in many places 
the foes fought together with sword and lance, and 
the shouts were loud enough to shake earth and sea ; 
but, notwithstanding, the Christian galleys could 
gain no opportunity of reaching the land. Kow," 
exclaims Yillohardouin, " now shall you hear tell of 
the dauntless courage of the Duke of Venice, who, 
old and blind as he was, stood upon the prow of his 
galley, unfurling the proud banner of St. Mark before 
him, and threatening his people with his high dis- 
pleasure if they did not push on to the shore. By 
^.int of almost superhuman exertions the galley was 
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stranded, and springing out, they bore the Venetian 
standard in advance. And when the Venetians saw 
their glorious flag moving towards the enemy, and 
that their duke's vessel had been the first to touch 
the ground, they pressed forward in emulous dis- 
content; and the men of the palanders, disputing 
with each other who should be foremost, soon com- 
menced a furious assault. And, behold, the banner 
of St. Mai*k was suddenly seen to wave from one 
of the towers, as if planted by an invisible hand, — the 
gallant warrior who bore it thither having probably 
perished immediately, — and then the five and twenty 
towers which fortified the ramparts were straightway 
occupied.*' 

To ensure the security of the position thus boldly 
won, the Venetians set fire to all the houses lying 
between the Greeks and themselves, creating an 
impassable barrier of flame; and under cover of the 
confusion that ensued, they collected their booty, and 
b^an to despatch it in boats to the camp. 

The Emperor Alexius now resolved on a last eflbrt 
to save his capital ; and gathering together his legions, 
he ordered a simultaneous sally to be made from the 
three principal gates upon the six battalions of the 
Crusaders. The latter immediately closed up their 
ranks behind the palisades they had erected; the 
archers and crossbowmen forming the first line, the 
cavalry the second, and the foot soldiers the reserve. 
Their scanty numbers, however, when compared with 
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the Byzantine hosts, might be compared to the hand- 
ful of Greeks who fought for the cause of freedom 
again3t the myriads of Xerxes ; or that band, faith- 
ful but few, who, at a later period, defeated the 
chivalry of Burgundy on the field of Morat. But 
when Dandolo was informed of the peril in which 
they stood, he immediately abandoned his advan- 
tageous post, and hastened to their assistance. The 
resolute front of these heroic warriors seems to have 
stricken the Byzantine soldiery with a panic of fear, 
and the emperor ordered a retreat. The Crusaders 
followed cautiously in pursuit, suspecting that the 
Greeks designed to draw them into an ambuscade, 
while they heartily thanked Heaven for rescuing 
them fix«n apparently inevitable ruin. Never, saya 
old Yillehardouin, never did Gk>d deliver people from 
more imminent danger than that which this day 
threatened the pilgrims, the boldest of whom rejoiced 
when it had passed. 

Still it cannot be denied that they passed the 
night in a condition of eager suspense j and great 
was their joy when morning dawned, and they 
received the welcome but unexpected intelligence 
that the Emperor Alexius, having collected a 
treasure of ten thousand pounds of gold, had 
abandoned his crown, his wife, and his subjects, and 
escaped in some small fishing-bark to an obscure port 
in Thrace. As soon as the Greek nobles were in- 
formed of his flight, they sought pardon and peace 
in the dungeon where his blind and captive brother 
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Isaac expected each hour the visit of the executioner. 
Once more restored to liberty by the vicissitudes of 
fortune, the prisoner was clothe^ in imperial robes 
and seated on his throne, to receive the congratula- 
tions of the prostrate slaves, whose real terror and 
simulated J07 his *^ sightless orbs " were incapable of 
discerning. When morning dawned, hostilities were 
suspended, and the Latin chiefs were assured by an 
imperial messenger that the emperor was yearning 
to embrace his son, and to reward his generous 
deliverers. 

The Latins in reply deputed two barons and two 
Venetians to congratulate the emperor in their name, 
and, at the same time, to request his fulfilment of 
the engagements which his son had contracted for 
him. Isaac fully admitted the value of the services 
the confederates had rendered, but he could not 
disguise his consternation at the nature of the terms 
he was required to ratify, — the payment of two 
hundred thousand marks of silver, the employment 
of the imperial forces in the service of the Crusade, 
and the acknowledgment by the Greek Church of the 
supremacy of the Pope. He had no choice, however, 
but to submit; and young Alexius was then per- 
mitted to make his triumphal entry into the capital, 
attended by the Latin chiefs. Shortly afterwards, 
both father and son were solemnly crowned under 
the gorgeous dome of Santa Sophia ; and all things 
seemed to announce a peaceful conclusion to the 
recent struggle. But jealousies and discords soon 

(748) 8 



UTIHS AND GREEKS. 



sprang up between the rival races. The Latins were 
never weary of asking; the emperor soon grew 
weaiy of giving, for his exactions neceBsarily aroused 
'-Jie disconteat of hie people, who already boro the 
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insolence of the Latins with ill-disguised resentment. 
Moreover, the young Alexius, regardless of his own 
dignity, and of the wide diffei*ence in national 
manners, continued to frequent, the quarters and 
share in the vulgar and noisy orgies of the Franks. 
In one of these rude excesses, he suffered his crown 
to be snatched from his head, and exchanged for the 
coarse woollen cap of some wild reveller ; and thus, 
while incurring the hatred of his subjects by his 
tyranny, he brought upon himself their contempt 
by his forgetfulness of his imperial dignity. 

Such, says Major Procter, was the unhappy con- 
dition of the nation and the times, that the only man 
among the Greeks with the courage and capacity to 
undertake his country's defence, was compelled to 
appear under the hateful aspect of a traitor and a 
usurper. Alexius Angelus Ducas, surnamed Mourt- 
zoiiphlus or Mourzoufle, from the close junction of 
his black and shaggy eyebrows, a prince allied by 
blood to the imperial house, had constantly urged 
the emperor to resist the extortions of the con- 
federates. Finding his counsel disregarded, and 
chafing at the yoke imposed upon his country, he 
determined to displace the weak and vicious Isaac; 
and having gained the confidence of the Yarangian 
guards, he easily succeeded in his enterprise (a.d. 
1204). Isaac and his son sought safety in flight; 
but were betrayed by their attendants, and flung 
into a dimgeon, in which the former soon expired of 
terror, fatigue, and old age. Ducas was then called 
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to the throne. A new impulse was immediately 
given to the Byzantine counsels; a strict discipline 
was enforced among the soldiery; the walls of the 
capital were vigilantly guarded; two attempts, frus- 
trated only by the resolution and skill of the 
Venetian seamen, were made to bum the Latin fleet; 
and it has been justly remarked, that had it been 
possible to nerve the hearts of the Greeks in their 
country's cause, its ruin might yet have been averted 
by the spirit of their leader. But in every engage- 
ment which took place in the open field, Ducas was 
betrayed by the cowardice of his subjects. He found 
it necessary to enter into negotiations with the 
Latins; and when they insisted on the restoration 
of the deposed emperor, he attempted to settle the 
difficulty by the murder of his remaining prisoner 
Alexius. 

This was one of those blunders which, according 
to a celebrated dictum, are worse than a crime. Or, 
rather, it was both a crime and a mistake. The 
Crusaders, in their horror and resentment at the un- 
happy fate of the young Alexius, forgot the discord 
which had sprung up between them, and now consti- 
tuted themselves his avengers. The doge and the 
barons concluded a new treaty, by which they parti- 
tioned the Greek empire before they had subjugated 
it. Whatever booty they acquired was to be divided 
equally between the troops of the Crusaders and the 
Republic; the empire was to be maintained, and one 
of the confederate barons raised to the throne, but 
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with only a fourth of its present territories for the 
support of his title; of the remaining three-fourths, 
one moiety was to be surrendered in full sovereignty 
to Venice, and the other divided into imperial fiefs 
among the knights of the Crusade. 

The winter was spent in energetic preparations on 
both sides, and as soon as spring returned, hostilities 
were resumed. But the second siege of the imperial 
city was much more difficult and protracted than the 
first, and but for the Venetian fleet, could never have 
been carried to a successful issue. The defence was 
conducted by Ducas with so much skill and bravery, 
that every attack on the landward fortifications was 
repulsed. It was determined, at length, that a final 
assault should be made from the harbour. The 
ti'oops were, therefore, embarked on board the fleet, 
which, on the morning of the 9th of April (a.d. 
1205), approached that quarter of the city which had 
been previously ravaged and burned by the Venetians. 
From sunrise to noon the slow advance of the heavy 
line of vessels was much impeded by the volleys of 
missiles incessantly discharged from the ramparts. 
The recent successes of the Greeks had renewed their 
ardour ; and the issue of the conflict continued very 
dubious, until a strong breeze, suddenly springing up 
in the north, drove the Venetian galleys "with 
propitious violence'' against the walls. The names 
of the two vessels, linked together, which first struck 
th(Ej fortifications, were of auspicious omen — ^the 
FUffHm and the Paradise— Mid were repeated with 
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loud acclamations throughout the fleet as a promise 
of divine aid. These galleys carried the Bishops of 
Troyes and Soissons. The ladders were lowered from 
the yards, and stimulated by prelatic eloquence, and 
the promise of a hundred marks of silver, the knights 
leaped upon the battlements of one of the towers. 
They carried it with a rush. In like manner, four 
other towers were escaladed and captured ; and three 
gates being burst open, the knights led their horses 
on shore from the palanders, mounted, and swept 
through the streets of Constantinople in battle array. 
^' To the terrifled imagination of the Greeks," as wo 
have elsewhere written, "they were preceded by a 
single warrior, of superhuman dimensions, aspiring 
to the stature of eighteen yards (cwcdpyvios), and 
wearing on his brow a towering helm, which seemed 
to menace ruin to all who dared oppose him I Before 
this phantom the Greeks fled in a panic of fear. The 
Latins poured into the conquered city, marking their 
progress by heaps of dead and dying foes. Upon a 
scene of slaughter and rapine, — woe, grief, joy, 
exultation, terror, — all that carnival of the passions 
which runs riot on these terrible occasions,— fell the 
* holy calm of night,* and the vanquished were left 
to brood over their defeat, while the scanty band of 
the conquerors watched and waited, like Cortez and 
his handful of warriors amid the defeated hosts of 
Mexico." 

The Emperor Ducas escaped through the Golden 
Ckite, which had been left unopened for two centuries, 
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and fled into Thrace. In the morning, a proceission 
of the Greeks, with crosses and images, besought 
the clemency of their conquerors, who permitted as 
many as chose to leave the city, and then addressed 
themselves to the agreeable task of collecting the 
immense spoil. Not content with plunder, they 
rioted in wholesale destruction; and every scholar 
must lament the loss of the splendid memorials of 
classic art and literature which perished in the fall 
of Constantinople. 

After dividing their booty, the confederate leaders 
assembled to elect a successor to the Byzantine em- 
perors; and their choice fell upon Baldwin, Count 
of Flanders, who was sprung from the blood of 
Charlemagne. According to the Byzantine custom, 
he was raised upon a buckler by his brother barons 
and knights, borne on their shoulders to the Church 
of St. Sophia, invested with the purple, and presented 
to the Greeks as their future ruler. His rival, and 
vassal, the Marquis of Montferrat, was rewarded by 
the possession of Macedonia and the greater part of 
Greece proper, with the regal title. Venice obtained 
the sovereignty of Crete, of most of the islands in the 
Ionian and ^gean Seas, and of a long Hne of strong- 
holds on the shores of the continent, from the capes 
of the Adriatic to the Bosphorus. The Venetian 
doge, moreover, was permitted to tinge his buskins 
with the imperial hue of purple, and to style himself 
Despot of Boumania, and Lord of One-Fourth and 
One-Eighth of the Boman Empire. The remainder 



122 CAPTURE OF BALDWIN. 

of the said empire was divided among the Christian 
barons by lot or precedence of rank. 

But the dii^rsion of force which necessarily fol- 
lowed this partition left the new empire perilously 
weak; and it was soon menaced by a hundred foes, 
among whom the most formidable were the Bulgarians, 
under their chief, Calo Johannes or Joannice. Secur- 
ing the assistance of the Greeks of Thrace, they over- 
ran that important province ; slaughtered the Latin 
detachments whom they met in the open country; 
and overpowered and massacred the feeble garrisons 
scattered through the principal towns. Even the 
Venetians were driven from Adrianople; and in the 
storm which had suddenly arisen it seemed as if the 
Christian empire would be hopelessly wrecked. 

Baldwin, one of the most gallant of knights, but 
also one of the most imprudent of commanders, collect- 
ing a force of one hundred and fifty lances, with five 
to six hundred archers and men-at-arms, marched in 
hot haste against his daring enemies (a.d. 1205). 
Dandolo followed with the Venetian chivalry. The 
Latins, advancing without due precaution, were sur- 
rounded on a plain by a cloud of Bulgarian and Turco- 
man horse, who enticed them by the stratagem of a 
pretended flight into a fierce pursuit, and then turn- 
ing suddenly on the disordered ranks, cut them to 
pieces. The Emperor Baldwin was made prisoner, 
to suffer a long captivity, and terminate his career by 
a cruel deatli ; and not a man would have escaped 
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but for the military skill and patient courage of the 
aged Dandolo and the Marshal Yillehardouin. 

At dead of night they silently broke up their camp, 
and after three days of incessant toil and anxiety, 
surrounded by hosts of enemies, and suffering from 
deficiency of provisions, they contrived to lead back 
their soldiers to Rodosto. Meanwhile, Calo Johannes 
spread his troops over the whole empire, and outside 
the walls of Constantinople the Latins possessed only 
Eodosto and Selymbria. 

Incessant fatigue, and the anxiety produced by 
reverses so unexpected and so terrible, proved too 
much for the ninety-eight years and feeble frame of 
Enrico Dandolo. After a brief illness, he passed away 
from the scene of strife, early in June 1205, leaving 
behind him the fame of a glorious career. He was 
scarcely less illustrious as a statesman than as a 
warrior. His mental vigour was happily supported 
by his physical energies. To the warrior's ready arm 
and gallant soul, he added the far-reaching sagacity 
of the thoughtful politician, a brain fertile in resource, 
a firm will, and an unconquerable patience. He 
elevated his country to the height of greatness by a 
combination of prudence, enterprise, tact, and chival- 
rous daring rarely met with in the same individual. 
He was at once its Marcellus and its Fabius, its 
shield and its sword; he legislated in the council like 
Epaminondas, and in the battle-field fought like 
Pelopidas. He seems to have been less open than 
other eminent sons of Yenice to the charges of craft 
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and selfishness. Certainly, among the heroes of the 
Ousade, he was neither the least merciful nor the 
least generous. Like most truly great men, he was 
capable of warm feelings, and could feel and act upon 
the impulse of noble motives. If, in the clash of 
conflicting interests, he preferred the claims of his 
own country to those of any other, without too closely 
investigating their comparative justice, it can only be 
confessed that he was no cosmopolitan, but what per- 
haps is infinitely better, because more practical, a 
devoted patriot. To sum up : one of the brightest 
pages in the history of chivaby is that which records 
the career of 

" Blind old Dandolo, Byzantiiim's conquering foe." 

The sole result of the Fifth Crusade was, as we 
have seen, the conquest of Byzantium, and the estab- 
lishment on the Greek throne of a brief-lived dynasty 
of Latin princes. A brief-lived dynasty in very truth, 
for it did not endure above sixty years, and through- 
out that period was involved in a desperate struggle 
for existence. It is not our province to narrate its 
annals, but we may here particularize, for the con- 
venience of the young reader, its successive sovereigns. 
Henry, elected in 1206, was a wise and able monarch, 
whose reign was too short, not for his own glory, but 
for the happiness of his subjects. In 1216 he was 
succeeded by Peter de Courtenay, his brother-in-law, 
who, in passing through Greece, was made prisoner 

" the King of Epirus, and thrown into a dungeon, 
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where he ended his life in 1219. His wife, lolanta, 
reigned for two years. Bobert de Courtenay ascended 
the throne in 1221, and after a licentious career, died 
in 1228. The succession then devolved upon his 
younger brother, Baldwin II., who shared the crown 
with John de Brienne, a valiant nobleman of Cham- 
pagne. He died in 1237, and thenceforward the 
Latin empire fell into hopeless decay. The Greek 
dynasty was re-established, 1260, in the person of 
Michael Palaeologus, a grandson, on the female side, 
of the last Alexius. 




CHAPTER VIIL 

THE CRUSADE OF ST. LOUIS. 

|HILE the followers of the Marquis of Mont- 
ferrat and of the Doge Dandolo were en- 
gaged in the establishment of a Latin 
empire, and in its defence against the formidable 
enemies who speedily threatened it with ruin, a 
new Crusade was pi*oclaimed among the Chiistian 
warriors of the West, and another formidable expedi- 
tion arranged for the deliverance of the H0I7 Land. 
It was preceded, however, by a singular and almost 
inexplicable movement, known in history as the 
" Children's Crusade." The story runs that in 1213 
a boy in France went to and fro chanting in his own 
tongue, — 

" Jesns, Lord, retrieve our loss, 
And give na back thy Holy Cross ; " 

and that, like the Pied Piper of Hamelin, he was fol- 
lowed by a constantly increasing number of boys and 
girls of about the same age as himself, whom neither 
chains nor bolts, neither rigour of father nor tender- 
•^s of mother, could restrain from their object — 
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the rescue of Jerusalem from the infidels. Mustering, 
it is said, no fewer than ninety thousand, they arrived 
at Genoa in safety; but meeting with difficulties and 
dangers on which they had not calculated, they here 
dispersed, and went in various directions. Thirty 
thousand reached Marseilles, where part were robbed 
and murdered, and part, it is too probable, starved. 
Others, embarking on board sevei-al ships, were 
wrecked and drowned on the coast of Italy. " Their 
merry music," says quaint Thomas Fuller, " soon had 
a sad close, all either perishing on the land, or being 
drowned in the sea." 

The incident seems well authenticated, and yet it 
is difficult to credit it in all its details. 

The Sixth Crusade was originated by Innocent 
III. in 1215, and to the Papal appeal an immediate 
response was made by Andi-ew, King of Hungary, 
who raised a well-equipped army, speedily augmented 
by the forces of the Dukes of Austria and Bavaria, 
and of most of the prelates and princes of Lower 
Grermany. They landed in Palestine, where they 
found the Moslems totally unprepared to receive them. 
At first their march was crowned with success; but 
jealousy soon broke out among the several chiefs, 
and the divided forces suffered terribly from the 
attacks of armies greatly outnumbering them. Hence 
it happened that Andrew of Huneary returned home 
disi carrying with hixa mosfjhia soldiers and 
stores. Some other princes abandoned the enterprise, 
whilp others, more patient and more resolute, took 
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up yarious defensive positions until the spring should 
enable them to resume military operations. 

With the spring came veiy considerable reinforce- 
ments from Europe, and the armies of the Cross 
determined on instant and decisive action. Their 
generals thought that if they attacked l^ypt, the 
heart of the Moslem power, Palestine would be 
abandoned; and accordingly they embarked on board 
ship, and sailed for the city of Damietta. After a 
favourable voyage, the soldiers landed on the west 
bank of the Nile, and after a fierce engagement, pro- 
tracted, it is said, for four and twenty hours, captured 
a strong castle which completely commanded the city. 
After this success, however, the Crusaders grew 
strangely supine, and the Moslems were encouraged 
to enter into negotiations. They offered to evacuate 
all the kingdom of Palestine, except Karan and Mont- 
real, which protected the route of the Mecca pilgrims 
and merchants, to surrender Jerusalem and rebuild 
its walls, to give up the fortified towns and sea-ports 
of Syria, and to restore the inestimable reUc of the 
true cross. 

Such terms were eagerly accepted by the King of 
Jerusalem, the French, the Earl of Chester, and the 
Teutonic knights; but, unhappily, the arrogance of 
the Papal Legate, of the Italians, and the military 
orders, led to their rejection. The war was resumed, 
and Damietta captured, its dominion being given to 
the King of Jerusalem. Other important positions 
were successively occupied, and the road to Palestine 
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was laid open to the triumphant warrioni of the Croea. 
Once more jealouBiea and rivalries stepped in to undo 
all that valour and perseTenmce had dcme; and after 
a vinter of alternate luxury and discord, more than 
half of the soldiery returned to Europe. The re- 
mainder were beaten in an expedition against Cairo, 
and only escaped with their lives on condition that 
tbey surrendered Damietta. 

Among the great mOitaiy leaders of Christendom 
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"who had pledged themselves to Innocent III. was 
the Emperor Frederick II. He had assumed the 
Cross at the impressible and enthusiastic age of 
twenty-one; but as increasing years matured his 
intellect and developed his political sagacity, he hesi- 
tatod to embark in L en4riBe whZ^ts it was 
not easy to appreciate. Pope Gregory IX., however, 
commanded him to fulfil his vow; and he had no 
choice but to obey. He sailed, therefore, from Brin- 
disi with a large fleet, and an army of forty thousand 
men; but a sevfre illnU campeUed his r«t^ in three 
days. For this unavoidable suspension of his vow he 
was excommunicated. In the following year, however, 
he embarked again, and afber an auspicious voyage 
arrived at Acre (a.d. 1228); but for divers offences 
which he was alleged to have committed against the 
Holy See, he was again excommunicated. Every 
place in which he might set his foot was declared 
under interdict; all divine offices were at once to 
cease ; all priests who dared to celebrate such offices 
were deprived of their functions and their benefices. 

Nothing daunted, Frederick proceeded on his enter- 
prise, and notwithstanding all the obstacles thrown 
in his way by the Pope and the Bomish priesthood, 
succeeded in rallying to his standard the Christian 
forces. He also formed a close alliance with Kameel, 
the Sultan of Egypt, and after much subtle and secret 
negotiation concluded a treaty by which Jerusalem, 
with the exception of the Temple, was surrendered to 
him. He then pushed on to the Holy City, and in 
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the Cbnrcli of Uie Sepulchre assumed the orovn <tf 
the old Latin kingdom. AAerwards, he placed gaiv 
risona in Bethiehem, Tyre, Sidon, and Nazareth ; and 
baring re-eatabliahed peace, order, and pioeperi^ 
tbroogbont the land, he retained to Earope (a-d. 
1229). 

Another Crusade was undertaken in 1238 bfaevenl 



132 THE EARL OF CORNWALL'S MARCH. 

French and English barons. But its true hero was 
Richard, the gallant Earl of Com wall; for the French 
leaders advanced no further than Gaza, where they 
met with a severe defeat. This so damped theii 
ardour that they made all haste to return to Europe. 
But Bichard, accompanied by the flower of the Eng- 
lish chivalry, so inspired the Latin councils with his 
own spirit of zeal, that all discouragement seemed at 
an end. A heroic spirit, like that which animated 
the followers of Godfrey of Boulogne, spread through 
the Christian ranks. Advancing to Jaffa, they com- 
pelled the sultans of Damascus and Egypt to make 
l^, Richard extorting from them f^lemn aad 
absolute cession of Jerusalem, and of the greater part 
of the territory over which the Liatin sovereigns had 
ruled. Finally, having remained in Palestine until 
the banner of the Cross was once more planted on 
the ruined walls of Jerusalem, the Earl of Cornwall 
then, and not before the full execution of the treaty, 
quitted the shores of Syria, and, in his homeward 
progress through rejoicing Chjristendom, was every- 
where welcomed with honour as the deliverer of the 
Holy Sepulchre (a.d. 1240). 

Four years later, a new and very formidable enemy 
attacked the Christian power in Palestine. We mean 
the Turcoman, sometimes called the Kharizmian, 
hordes, who had spread, like a tempest of fire, over 
Asia Minor and Armenia, and crossing the con- 
fines of Syria, poured into Palestine, and, without 
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let or hindrance, advanced against Jerusalem. The 
ruined defences of the city had not been sufficiently 
repaired to sustain a siege. On the approach of the 
fierce invaders, the knights of the military orders 
accordingly retired; and the Kharizmians, bursting 
into the place, massacred all the remaining inhabi- 
tants — Christian, Moslem, Greek, and Hebrew. 

Soon afterwards they encountered the Christian 
chivalry, with an allied force of the Moslems of 
Damascus and Aleppo. Again they were victorioua ; 
and marching against Tiberias and Ascalon, seized 
upon those important strongholds. All Palestine, 
indeed, lay open to their ravages; and to the Chris- 
tians nothing remained but the maritime fortress of 
Acre. Dissensions which afterwards sprang up be- 
tween the Egyptians and the Kharizmians delivered 
Palestine from the presence of the latter; but this 
i*esult was of no ultimate benefit to the Christian 
cause. The Holy Sepulchre still remained in the 
custody of unbelievers, and the Latin kingdom was 
still restricted to the limits of a single fortress. 

Under such circumstances, it is no wonder that, in 
accordance with the decision of a Greneral Council 
convened at Lyons, Pope Innocent lY. proclaimed 
another Crusade, and, in order to ensure its success, 
declared all temporal wars suspended throughout 
Christendom for a period of four years. Owing to 
the bitter quarrel between the Emperor Frederick IL 
and the Papacy, and the consequent disturbed condi- 
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tioQ of Oennany and Ittdy, the missionuy heralda of 
the Holy War met with but little euccega in the two 
oonntries whidi had formerly given of their beet and 
bmrest to the cause; but their influence extended to 
remoter r^ons, and Haoo, 
King of Norway, deooendant 
of the pagan N'orsemen, was 
one of the first to asanme 
the GroBB. It was ia France 
and England, however, on 
this occasion, that the great- 
est fervour waa excited, 
chiefly through the example 
of Louis IX., whose vir- 
tues and chivalrousnesBwere 
equally esteemed by both 
nations. When the illus- 
trious William Longespie, 
and the Bishop of Salisbury, 
the Earl of Leicester, and 
Walter de Lacy, learned 
that he meditated an ex- 
pedition to Palestine, they 
immediately oflered to serve 
«iLUA« LOBOBF^t ^^jg, y^ staudafd, and 
scores of English knights and nobles aocompsnied 
tliem. Owing to some cause, which histoty has not 
expluned, Haco of Norway did not prosecute his 
enterprise; and the chivalry of France and England, 
'Jierefore, took it wholly upon themselves. Let ns 
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note tJiat among this chivalry went the Sieur de 
Joinyille, who became the chronicler of the. expedi- 
tion, and whose faithful and tender portrait of his 
sovereign is one of the most charming things in all 
biography.'*' 

The rendezvous of the Christian warriors was fixed 
at Cyprus, where they assembled towards the close of 
1248. Unfortunately, a delay of eight months took 
place, during which the army suffered severely, not 
less from want of discipline than from the ravages of 
pestilence. In June 1249, the fleet set saU, steering 
for Egypt, which, as the great stronghold of the 
Moslem power, was marked out for the first attack. 
This magnificent fleet consisted of eighteen hun- 
dred vessels, large and small, which whitened the 
seas with their sails, like a cloud of snowy-winged 
birds. They carried a force of two thousand eight 
hundred knights, with an attendant cavalry of nearly 
seven thousand men-at-arms, and upwards of seventy 
thousand " sergeants,'' or foot-soldiers. But a great 

* Dean MQman glTM the foUowing character of King Lonit : — " He 
was a monk," he says, "upon the throne, bnt a monk with none of the 
hanhneM, bittemeu, or pride of monkery. Hia was a frank plajfnlneaa, 
or ameni^ at least of manner, which Henry IV. never surpassed, and a 
blamelessness hardly erer before, till very recent times never after, seen 
on the throne of France. Nor was he only a monk : 'he had kingly 
qnalities of the noblest order, — gentleness, affability, humanity, towards 
all Us beUcTlng subjects ; a kind of dignity of justice, a loftiness of 
virtue, which prevented Uie most religious of men from degenerating 
into a slave of the clergy ; a simple sincerity even in his lowest supersti- 
tions, an honest ftrankness, an utter absence of malignly even in his 
intolerance, which holds even these failings and errors high above con- 
tempt, or even aversion .... He loved all mankind with a boundless love, 
except Jews, heretics^ and infldelB, whom he hated with as boimdless a 
hatnd." 
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Storm arose, and when Loois arrived before Damietta, 
be had with him not more than seven hundred 
knights. So amazed were they hj the Moslem hosts 
who lined the shore with steel, and the clangoor of 
whose cymbals and kettledrums filled the air, that 
they wonld fain have persuaded Louia to wait until 
his entire force arrived. The king, however, was 
strong in his faith in God; and in complete armour. 



with his shield suspended from his neck, his lance in 
its rest, and the Oriflamme of France borne before 
him, he leaped into the waves breaBt-Iiigh, and was 
one of the first to gain the land. The Moslems were 
smitten with terror at the unparalleled courage of the 
Christians, and not only fled from their encampment, 
but abandoned the city of Damietta, though it waa 
lai^y garrisoned and strongly fortified (June 20). 
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Louis was much elated wiih this success, and occu- 
pying the city, prepared to wait the arrival of his 
laggai*d forces. l!hey soon made their appearance; 
but no immediate effort was undertaken to profit by 
the first blow, and Nedjmeddin, the Sultan of Egypt^ 
a sovereign of courage and capacity, found time to 
assemble an immense army, which, when the Crusaders 
began their ascent of the Nile, surrounded them on all 
sides, and harassed them by constant attacks. In 
spite of every obstacle, Louis advanced victoriously 
as far as Mansurah. Here, through the reckless 
courage of William Longesp^e, emulous of the 
Knights Templars and the Knights of St. John, 
he met with a great disaster. Breaking into the 
town of Mansurah, the Crusaders were enveloped 
by an overwhelming force; and though the Moslems 
were eventually compelled to retire, it was not until 
the flower of the French and English chivalry had 
fallen (February 1249). 

Meantime an Egyptian fleet had arrived in the 
Nile below the Christian camp, which was incautiously 
pitched in a narrow angle between the hills and the 
canal of Ashmoum. The communications with Dami* 
etta were consequently cut off, and as the Moslem 
army gathered more and more closely round him on 
the south and west, Louis soon discovered that he 
was completely surrounded. After suffering terribly 
from famine and disease, an attempt was made to re- 
treat to Damietta; but the Christians were hopelessly 
outnumbered, and those who did not perish by the 
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BVTord, were compelled, the king himself included, to 
surrender as prisoners. This deplorable fate befell 
his brothers, Charles, Count of Anjou, and Alfonzo, 
Count of Poitiers, together with his nobility and 
knighthood; but the infidels showed no mercy to the 
soldiery and others of inferior condition, so that it is 
calculated that upwards of thirty thousand men were 
either slain in the field or massacred in cold blood. 

By his conduct under these melancholy circum- 
stances, the unfortunate sovereign of France worthily 
earned for himself his future title of "St Louis." 
At first he was treated with great courtesy; he was 
permitted to hear the prayers of his Church recited 
by the single priest who had escaped; his breviary, 
or manual of devotion, whose loss he had deplored 
more than his loss of liberty, was replaced by 
another. But to all the friendly approaches of the 
sultan, Louis was firmly on his guard, lest he should 
compromise his dignity as a king and his purity as a 
Christian. When these were succeeded by exorbi- 
tant demands and cruel menaces, he was equally calm 
and composed. The Moslems required that all the 
fortresses in Syria should be given up; these, he 
replied, belonged not to him, but to the Emperor 
Frederick IL, as King of Jerusalemu They asked 
for the castles held by the EInights of the Temple 
and of St. John; he answered, the orders could not 
surrender them without violating their vows. He 
was threatened with the severest tortures. "I am 
your prisoner," he said; "do with me as yDU wilL" 
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Constrained to respect such heroic tranquillity, the 
Moslems proposed more reasonable terms : the evacua- 
tion of Damietta, and payment of a large sum of 
money — ^for the king's ransom, one million bezants 
(or Byzantines); for that of the captive nobles, five 
hundred thousand livres. Louis acceded at once to 
the latter demand. "It ill becomes the King of 
France," he said, " to barter about the liberty of his 
subjects." But he made some difficulty about his own 
ransom. The sultan, Turan-Shah, was struck by his 
generosity, and with Oriental magnificence struck off 
a fifth of the sum, or two hundred thousand bezants. 
The conclusion of the treaty, however, was inter- 
rupted by the murder of the sultan; and in the 
confusion which followed, Louis and his nobles 
narrowly escaped death. But the negotiations were 
resumed, and brought to a satisfactory termination, 
both parties taking a solemn oath to fulfil their 
respective engagements. The first instalment of the 
ransom was duly paid; Damietta was evacuated; 
and Louis, with his surviving followers, bade a sad 
farewell to the shores of Egypt. 

He had suffered defeat, and disgrace, and imprison- 
ment, but the " passive courage " of Louis remained 
unbroken. He still held himself bound by his vow 
to attempt the deliverance of the Holy Sepulchre; 
and, in spite of the prudent counsels of his statesmen 
and the defection of his knights, resolved on the 
prosecution of his enterprise. Proceeding to Acre, 
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he landed there with the Sieur de Joinville as almost 
his only companion,— ^ven his brothers had deserted 
him, — ^and about four thousand soldiers. He re- 
mained in Palestine until the state of affairs in 
France compelled him to return to his kingdom in 
November 1252. His sojourn in the Holy Land, 
however, was not brightened by any splendid successes 
or brilliant feats of arms. For these, indeed, Louis 
had neither the physical activity nor the military ddlL 
He was more suitably employed when burying with 
his own hands his dead warriors. Almost the sole 
reward of his patience and his sufferings was a 
pilgrimage which, dressed in sackcloth, he made to 
!Nazareth. Almost the sole advantage of his residence 
in Palestine was the fortification of Acre, Csesarea, 
and Jaffa. The negotiations with the Egyptians on 
the one part, and the Sultan of Aleppo on the other, 
by which he hoped to obtain possession of the country 
lying between the sea and the Jordan, proved fruitless. 
It may be regarded as some conipensation that he 
converted many Saracens, and spent ''enormous 
sums " in the purchase of Mohammedan or heathen 
slaves, whom he caused to be baptized. 

Li 1268 an event occurred which filled all Europe 
with solicitude, — ^the capture of Antioch, and the 
extinction of its Latin principality, by the Moham- 
medans. The soul of the saintly Louis was filled 
with bitterness when he heard the sorrowful tidings, 
and, with^ the approval of Pope Clement lY., he 
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determined to lead another expedition to the Holy 
Land. The necessary preparations occupied him for 
three years. Then, on the 4th of July 1270, he 
sailed with his fleet fropi the port of Aigues-Mortes, 
and in a few days reached the roadstead of Cagliari 
in Sardinia, where he anchored, and called a council 
of war to deliberate on the best method of carrying 
out his object. In accordance with what were 
known to be the king's wishes, the council recom- 
mended the reduction of Tunis, whose sovereign and 
people Louis, for some unknown reasons, hoped to 
convert to the Christian faith. He had been heard 
to say, before he quitted France, that he would gladly 
spend the remainder of his days in a dungeon, never 
looking on the blessed sun, if such a sacrifice could 
accomplish his cherished purpose. There were ad- 
visers about his person who had the wisdom to attempt 
to divert him from his fatal resolution; but their 
warnings were disregarded. On the 24th of July, 
he landed his army on the Tunisian territory, and 
encamped on the site of ancient Carthage. He found 
himself confronted by a force of a hundred thousand 
men. No engagement took place, however, between 
the Christians and their enemies, for not only did 
Louis avoid one as incompatible with the design of 
his spiritual mission, but the Moors shrank from 
crossing swords with the Christian chivalry. And 
their end was more easily gained by incessantly 
attacking the outposts and stragglers, and intercepting 
their supplies. The burning sands, the intolerable 
(748) 10 
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cloudless sky, want of water, deficiency of proyisions, 
fieitigae, and sleeplessness, soon induced a terrible pes- 
tilence in the camp of the Crusaders, and mowed 
them down by thousands. Night and day the Frank- 
ish soldiers were compelled to be under arms to guard 
against the attacks of an enemy who, when sought, 
was nowhere to be found. Disease continued to do 
its fatal work. " The dead were so numerous that it 
was found impossible to bury them. The ditches of 
the camp were filled with carcasses thrown in by the 
heap. The stench emitted corrupted the air, and 
despair and misery overwhelmed the unhappy Cru- 
saders. The Count de Yendome, the Count de la 
Marche, Gualtier de Nemoufs, the Lords of Mont- 
morency, Yienne, Bressac, and many others of the 
highest condition, fell before the fatal epidemic; and 
when the Duke de Nevers, the king's son, who had 
been bom at Damietta during the captivity of his 
father, died, the hero and the monarch yielded to the 
man and the father, and Louis wept bitterly." 

Then he himself fell ill. The physicians who at- 
tended him exhausted all the resources of their art for 
his recovery; but the hand of death was upon him. 
And feeling that his last moment was approaching, 
he ordered his attendants to lay him on a bed of 
ashes, where, crossing his hands on his breast, and 
raising his eyes to heaven, he rendered his soul to his 
Creator, — at the very same hour, says Joinville, that 
our Lord Jesus Christ expired on the cross for the 
salvation of His people. 



THE LAST OF THE CRUHADEBS. 



Stunt Loviis, as he ia called in Qie calendEtr of the 
Roman Church, waa the last, or last hut one, of the 
great Cniaadere, and bad Buryived the Bpirit vhich 
first stimnlated the warriors of the West to nnder- 
take the deliTerance of the Holy Land. Nobles and 
knights had grown as weary as their sovereigns of 
Wflia which proved to be barren of all useful results, 
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and had discovered tliat their protracted absence ex- 
posed their subjects and vassals to all the evils of 
misgovemmenty and their own estates to every variety 
of depredation. When Louis entreated his faithful 
follower, the Sieur de Joinville, to accompany him on 
that second expedition which terminated so disas- 
trously, the good knight sagaciously replied, that 
when on a prior occasion he went beyond sea in the 
service of God, the officials of the King of France had 
so crushed and oppressed his vassals that they were 
sorely impoverished, insomuch that it was doubtful 
whether they or he himself would ever recover from 
their poverty. " And I saw clearly," he says, " that 
if I undertook another pilgrimage of the Cross, it 
would be the utter ruin of my poor vassals. I have 
heard many say since,'' he continues, ''that those 
who counselled the king to this Crusade did a great 
wrong, and sinned mortally. For while he remained 
in his kingdom of France, all the realm lived in 
peace, and justice prevailed; but so soon as he 
quitted it, all things began to decline and grow 
worse." 

In truth, the Crusades had done their appointed 
work; the organization of the European social system 
was assuming a certain degree of fixity; and these 
great destdtory expeditions, which expended the 
chivalry and valour of the West on a barren soil, 
had become as impracticable as they were impolitic. 




CHAPTER IX. 

THB LAST CBUSADE — BENEFICIAL C0NSEQT7ENCES OF 

THE CRUSADES. 

jFOKE the death of Louis, the Crusading 
force had been reinvigorated by the ariiyal 
of an English prince, already distinguished 
above his compeers by his valour, prudence, and 
ability, and destined as King Edward I. to gain the 
admiration of his contemporaries, and the applause of 
future ages. Prince Edward was accompanied by his 
consort, the faithful Eleanor, and attended by his 
kinsman, Edward Crouchback, Earl of Lancaster, four 
other earls, four knights, and a train of one thousand 
men-at-arms and soldiers. When, after the decease 
of their king, the French army abandoned their enter- 
prise, Edward swore that though every one should 
desert him but his groom, he would still keep his 
vow, and proceed to Palestine. The same spirit ani- 
mated every English soldier; and after resting for 
the winter in Sicily, the gallant little band sailed in 
the spring for Acre. 

His arrival did not fail to rekindle the hopes of 
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the desponding IaUub; &nd the recoUections of tie 

prowess and victorieB of Oenr de Lion still preBervd 

sufficient influence in the East to depress the spiris 

* of the Moalema -whta 

they found that th* 

long straggle waa to 

be renewed under the 

leadership of luaoth^r 

hero of the lion-hearted 

race. He sultan, 

(whose arms hod ad- 
vanced triumphantly 
to the very walls ot 
Acre, immediately re- 
tired in sore disooui^ 
agement; and though 
the total force which 
arrayed itself under 
^. the banner of Edward 
^- Plantagenet did not 
exceed seven thousand 
" men, he did not besi- 
■Dw*RD I. or noLU'ii. t^jg to act on the offen- 

sive. TTia achievements soon justified his renown 
for military genius. After defeating a large body 
of Moslems in the open field, he stormed and cap- 
tured NaMreth; displaying as brilliant a valour, 
and, unhappily, as fanatical a cruelty, as any of the 
earlier champions of the Cross. But, as if in chastise- 
ment of his bloodshedding, the reduction of Nazareth 
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closed his victorious career in the East. The deadly 
heat of the Syrian climate wasted away his army; 
and Edward himself was already prostrated upon a 
sick-bedy when he narrowly escaped death from the 
poisoned dagger of an assassin. 

The Emir of Jaffa, pretending that he was anxious 
to embrace the Christian faith, sent a messenger on 
several occasions with letters to the prince. This, 
envoy was one of the agents of the Moslem chief, 
known as the '^ Old Man of the Mountains," who kept 
in his pay a band of zealots, called " assassins,'' em- 
ployed in secret murder. By frequent visits the 
cunning fanatic had created confidence in Edward's 
mind, and when he came with a fifth letter from the 
emir, he was at once introduced into the royal cham- 
ber. The prince waa lying ba^headed. J weeing 
only a white vest. The assassin presented him with 
some epistles, which had been purposely written so as 
to please him, and engage his attention. He pre- 
tended that he had got another paper to deliver, but, 
in drawing it out, he also drew a poniard, and aimed 
a thrust at the prince's side. Happily Edward had 
detected the movement, and suddenly raising his 
arm, received the stroke upon it. The assassin 
endeavoured to repeat it; but the prince felled 
him to the ground with a kick on the breast, and 
when he again returned to the attack, dealt him a 
mortal blow with a footstool. The attendants, hear- 
ing the noise, came running in; and the prince's 
harper, or minstrel, beat out the assassin's brains; 
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whereupon Edward censured him stomly, saying, 
** What avails it to strike a dead man?" 

In the course of a few days, the prince's wounded 
arm exhibited unfavourable symptoms, as if mortis 
fioation might occur, and his medical attendants cast 
anxious looks upon one another. " Why whisper ye 
thus among yourselves V inquired Edward; ''what 
see ye in me) Tell the truth, and fear not." The 
Master of the Temple said that some incisions would 
be necessary, and that their pain would be very 
severe. " If suffering," said the prince to the surgeon 
brought to him by the Master of the Temple, " may 
again restore my health, I commit myself to you; 
work on me your will, and spare not." 

Eleanor watched by his bedside with great care 
and fortitude; but at this crisis she lost her firmness, 
and, in a passion of tears, deplored the anguish about 
to be inflicted on her husband. Edward, with char- 
acteristic decision, bade his brother Edmund, and his 
favourite knight, John de Yesci, carry the weeping 
princess from the room, that she might be spared the 
sight of his suffering. They took her in their arms, 
and bore her out; but she shrieked and struggled 
sorely, until her brother-in4aw curtly told her " that 
it was better for her to scream and cry, than for all 
England to mourn and lament." The surgical opera- 
tion proved effectual; in fifteen days Edward was 
able to mount his horse, though his health long con- 
tinued in a precarious condition. He always ascribed 
his final recovery to the tender vigilance of Eleanor; 
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but had there been any truth in the common story 
that she sucked the poison from his wound, neither 
he nor the contemporary historians of the event would 
have been likely to omit all reference to it. 

On his restoration to health, Edward saw that the 
few hundreds of gallant men who had survived the 
chances of battle and disease were totally inadequate 
to any further enten,ri^. No suc«,«/rea.hJhun 
from the other princes of Christendom, while he heard 
from England of his father's dangerous illness and 
anxiety for his fetum. He therefore listened readily 
to the proposals of peace put forward by the Sultan of 
Egypt, and concluded a truce between the infidels 
and the Christians in Palestine for ten years. Then, 
after enhancing his own reputation as a warrior and 
a commander, and prolonging for another brief period 
the precarious existence of the Latin state,* Edward 
bade farewell to the radiant Syrian shores, and sailed 
with his queen and his faithful foUowers for his 
native land. He was the last of the Crusaders 
(A.D. 1272). 

When we read that after so many great expe- 
ditions, led by the most illustrious of European 
warriors ; after so prodigal an expenditure of blood 
and treasure ; and after a struggle protracted for two 

* This state was finally OTerthrown in 1291, when the last Christian 
stronghold, Ptolemais or Acre, after a desperate and most gallant resist- 
ance, was captured by the Moslems. Several unsaccessfnl attempts 
were afterwards made by the Popes to revive the enthusiasm of ISnrope; 
trat the Crusading spirit was dead, and no army of the Cross again in- 
vaded Palestine. 
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oentaries, the Holy Land still remained in the power 
of the Moslems, and the "baleful light" of the Cres- 
cent continued to fall on the Sacred Sepulchre, we are 
not unnaturally induced to think that the Crusades 
were an absolute failure. But the truth is that their 
results, though not what their projectors expected, 
were admirable in themselves and highly beneficial 
to Christendom. Undoubtedly they were mixed up 
with much that was worldly, and profEuie, and ne&r 
rious; but not the less they were based upon the 
principles of honour and self-sacrifice, and they served 
to keep alive the pure flame of chivalry, while they 
fed the spirit of religious enthusiasm. In that they 
were characterized by much that was evil and much 
that was good, they did but resemble all human 
efforts; but the candid philosophical inquirer will 
admit that the good laigely predominated. If we 
consider them in their influence upon religion, upon 
international polity, upon the distribution of power 
in Europe, upon the extension of trade and the 
development of commercial enterprise, we cannot 
but concede that their ultimate consequences were 
highly advantageous. 

Out of them sprang, let us add, the great institu- 
tion of Chivalry, which, with all its faults, — and 
they were many, — ^tended to raise the standard of 
humanity, to smooth the ruggednesses of an im< 
perfect civilization, to inculcate the sublime prin- 
ciples of generosity, courage, courtesy, and honour. 
The knight was solemnly sworn to speak the truth 
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and defend the right; to succour the weak and pro- 
tect the oppressed; to scorn the blandishments of 
ease and pleasure; to assert the majesty of the Cross 
against infidels; and to display his heroism by a suc- 
cession of perilous adventures. Woman rose into a 
novel importance, for the true knight counted it his 
highest glory to be the sword and shield of suffering 
damsels. Justice became a recognized principle in 
the workings of society, for the knight was bound to 
the observance of the laws of fledth and truth. The 
strong, rude hand Was checked by the maintenance 
of an exalted courtesy and a self-denying generosity. 
And such was the power of this remarkable institu- 
tion that it has furnished us with an epithet to ex- 
press the best qualities of a refined nature, and we 
still think it the highest eidogium to praise the 
" chivalrous " character of our heroes. 



Ckronologual tables. 



AD. 
TbS TXRST GBU8ADB 1006-1099 

Council of Clermont Nov. 18-28, 1095 

Capture of Nice Jun« 24, 1097 

Battle of DorylsBum 1097 

Capture of Antioch Od 21, 1097 

Capture of Jerusalem July lb, 1090 

Battle of Ascalon Aug. 12, 1099 

ThbSbcond Crusadk. 1146-1149 

Unsuccessful attack upon Damascus 1148 

The Third Crusadr 1188-1106 

Battle of Tiberias 1187 

Defence of Tyre 1189 

Death of Frederick Barbarossa. 1190 

Richard I. captures Famagusta 1190 

Captures Ptolemais or Acre July 12, 1191 

Defeats the Turks 1191 

Captures Jaffa and Csasarea. 1102 

Concludes Treaty with Saladin. Oct 26, 1102 

Expedition by the Emperor Henxy YL Sometimes called the 

Fourth Crusade 1106-1107 

Thb Fourth (or Fifth) Crusadb 1198-1208 

Capture of Constantinople by the Venetians and Crusaders 

under Count Baldwin 1202 

Second Siege and Capture of Constantinople July 18, 1203 

Thb Fifth (or Sixth) Ckubadb 121&-1220 

Capture of Damietta 1218 

Treaty with the Egyptians. 1220 

(743) 1 1 
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A.D. 

AiriTsl of Fndnrlek IL laPaletUiM 1228 

OoenplM Acre and Jaffa 1228 

Ooneladaa a Treaty with the Sultan of Egypt 1229 

Ooranatioii at Jeitualem 1229 

Tas Sixth Crusaob* 1240-1241 

Hlehard, Earl of Cornwall, oompeli the oeation of Jerusalem.. 1241 

Thb Sbtbiitr Crusadb 124S-1250 

Gaptnre of Damletta \jj Louie IX. 1240 

AdTanoe towards Oaira 1249 

Lonis IX. taken prisoner. 1250 

HeisUberated 1250 

Prooeods to Palestine 1250 

[His return to Europe 1254] 

Tbb Exobth Cbubadb. 1270-1272 

Lonis IX. sails for Tunis July 4, 1270 

Dies at Carthage of the pestilence Aug. 25, 1270 

Prinoe Edward of England sails for Acre. April 1271 

Victories over the Moslems 1271 

A fanatic attempts to assassinate him 1271 

Edward returns to England 1272 

[Fall of Acre, and final extinction of the kingdom of Jeru- 
salem 1291] 



TABLB OF THE LATIN EMFEB0B8 OF THE EAST. 

1. Baldwin I., Count of Flanders, on the capture of Constantinople 

by the Latins, is elected Emperor 1204 

2. Henrjr I., his brother 1206 

8. Peter de Courtenay, his brother-in-law 1216 

A Bobert de Courtenay, his son 1221 

& Baldwin n., his brother, a minor, and John of Brlenne, of 

Jerusalem 1228 

Constantinople recovered by Michael VIII. (PalsBologns) 1260 



CHBISTIAN KINGS OF JERUSALEM. 

L Godfrey of Bouillon w 1099 

2. BaldwinI 1100 

& Baldwin II 1118 

* This is included in the Fifth Crusade by some authorities ; and the 
Seventh Crusade ia then known as the Sixth. Others reckon as the 
Fourth Crusade that which was undertaken by the Emperor Henry VI. 
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A.D. 

4. Fulke of AnjoiL 1131 

6. Baldwin III 1144 

8. Amanri or Alxneric 1162 

7. Baldwin IV. 1178 

& Sibyl, and Baldwin y 1186 

9. Gny de Lnsignan 1186 

10. Henry of Champagne 1193 

11. Amanri de Lnsignan 1197 

12. John of Brienne, Emperor of the East. 1210 

13. The Emperor Frederick IL 1229-1289 
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You. Illustrated. Royal i8mo. Price is. 6d. 

What Shall I be ? or, A Bo/s Aim in Life. Illustrated. Foolscap 
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Home Principles in Boyhood, and Other Stories for the Young. 
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tispiece. Foolscap 8vOk cloth. Price is. 6d. 
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World. By Mn. Hugh Milleh. With 39 Engisvings. Foolscap 



Udks In the FOPest. By Mahv and El.zabkth Kihbv. VTiUi 
Coloured E^mdii^ecc, ud 50 Illiutntiom. Roynl iSmo, doth. 

lories about DOKS. By Mis. Smm. Wilb uTIniHl Engtaringiby 

Harrison WstR. 410, clolh extra. Price 3*. 6d. 
lories ahout Cats. By Mrs. Surr. Wiih u Tinted EngimTinji by. 



NEW SERIES OF EIGHTEENPENNY BOOKS. 



-M- 



StOPy of the Beacon Fire ; or, Trust in God and Do the Right. 
By Naomi. Post 8vo, cloth. 

May's sixpence ; or, Waste Not, Want Not. A Tale. By M. A. Paull, 
Author of " Tim's Troubles," &c. Royal x8mo. 

Willie's Choice ; or, All is not Gold that Glitters. By M. A. Paull. 
Post 8vo. 

Roe Carson's Enemy; or, The Struggle for Self-Conquest. By the 
Rev. £. N. HoARE, M.A., Rector of Acrise, Kent, Author of "Har> 
vey Compton's Holiday," &c. Royal iBmo. 

Tempered Steel ; or, Tried in the Fire. By the Rev. £. N. Hoarb, 
M.A., Author of " Roe Carson's Enemy," &c. Foolscap Bvo, cloth. 

WoPkingr In the Shade ; or, Lowly Sowing brings Glorious Reaping. 
By the Rev. T. P. Wilson, M.A., Author of " True to His Colours," 
&c. Royal iBmo. 

Little Hazel, the King's Messengrer. By the Author of ** Little 
Snowdrop and her Golden Casket," &c. Post 8vo. 

The Crown of Glory ; or, " Faithful unto Death.*' A Scottish Story 
of Martyr Times. By the Author of " Little Hazel, the King's Mes- 
senger." Post 8vo, cloth. 

The Guidinsr Pillar. A Story for the Young. By the Author of 
" Under the Old Oaks ; or, Won by Love." Foolscap 8vo. 

Little Snowdrop and her Golden Casket. By the Author of 

" Little Hazel, the King's Messenger," &c. Post Bvo. 

Under the Old Oaks ; or, Won by Love. By the Author of " Little 
Hazel, the King's Messenger," &c. Post Bvo. 

Breakers Ahead ; or. Uncle Jack's Stories of Great Shipwrecks of 
Recent Times. By Mrs. Saxbv, Author of " Rock Bound," " Stories 
of Shetland," &c. Post Bvo, cloth. 

Little Lily's Travels. A Book for the Young. With numerous En- 
gravings. Post Bvo. 

Aunt Martha's Corner Cupboard. A Story for Little Boys and 

Girls. By Mary and Elizabeth Kirbv. With numerous Engrav- 
ings. Post Bvo. 

The Basket of Flowers. A Tale for the Young. With numerous En- 
gravings. Post Bvo. 



r. NELSON AND SONS, LONDON, EDINBURGH, AND NEW YORK. 



BOOKS FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 



-♦♦- 



Illustrated Book of Songs for Children. With Muac. Edited 

by the Author of " Hymns from the Land of Luther." Small 4tou 
With numerous Engravings. Price 3s. 

The Illustrated Book of Nursery Rhymes and Songs. With 

Music. With 37 Engravings by Kebley Halswellb. Small 410. 
Price 3s. 

Lessons on the Ufe of Christ for the Uttle Ones at Home. 

By the Author of " Hymns from the Land of Luther." With Coloured 
Frontispiece, and 30 Engravings. Royal x8mo, cloth. Price xs. 6d. 

Little Lily's Travels. With 30 Engravings. Post 8vo, cloth. Price 
zs. 6d. 

Little Susy's Little Servants. By Aukt Susan. Illustrated. 
Royal x8mo, cloth. Price xs, 6d. 

Little Susy's Six Birthdays. By Aunt Susan.' Illustrated. Royal 
x8mo, cloth. Price is. 6d. 

Little Susy's Six Teaehers. By Aunt Susan. Illustrated. Royal 
z8mo, cloth. Price xs. 6d. 

Hymns for Infimt Minds, and Orieinal Hymns for Sunday Schools. 
By Ann and Jane Taylor. With Coloured Frontispiece, Royal 
x8mo. Price is. 6d. 

Original Poems for- Infant Minds. By Ann and Janb Taylor. 
With Coloured Frontispiece. Roj'al x8mo. Price xs. 6d. 

Johnny ; or. How a Little Boy Learned to be Wise and Good. By Mrs. 
H. C. Knight, Author of " Jane Taylor : Her Life and Writings," 
&c. With Coloured Frontispiece. Royal i8mo. Price is. 6d. 

Rhymes for the Nursery. By Ann and Janb Taylor. With 
Coloured Frontispiece. Koyal i8mo. Price is. 

Godliness with Contentment is Great Gain. With Coloured 

Frontispiece. Royal i8mo. Price xs. 

Happy Little Children: Their Sayings and' Doings. By A. S. L. 
■With 17 Engravings. Post 8vo, cloth. Price xs. 6d. 

The Story of a Happy Little Girl. By the Author of " Isabel's 
Secret." With Frontispiece. Royal i8mo. Price xs. 6d. 

The Cockatoo's Story. By Mrs. George Cupples. With Coloured 
Frontispiece and X2 Engravings. Royal x8mo. Price xs. 



ELEGANT GIFT BOOKS. 

ILLUSTRATED BV GIACOMELLL 

< 

Royal 18mo, cloth extra. Price la. Cd.  

Songs of Animal Life. Poems by Mary Howitt. With 90 Engrav- 
ings. 

With the Birds. Poems by Mary Howitt. With 90 Engravings. 

With the Flowers. Poems by Mary I^owitt. With xoo Engravings. 

Hymns in Prose for Children. By Mrs. Barbauld. With 100 En- 
gravings. 



T. NSLSON AND SONS, LONDON* EDINBURGH, AND NEW YORK, 
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